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COVER 
STORY
47 THE 2015 TRAVEL 
VANGUARD
Five trends you need 
to know before you
go, from hotels-as-
playgrounds to—yes, 
it’s true—pot tourism.

10 @AFARMEDIA
18 CONTRIBUTORS
20 FOUNDER’S NOTEE 
24 FROM THE EDITORR
112 EXPERIENCE

CONNECT
66 SPIN THE GLOBE
CNN commentator
Sally Kohn figures fi
out where Amsterdam 
is—and that it’s not
as tolerant as its legal
vices might suggest.

70 FEAST
Bite into the history 
of Philadelphia’s 
founding sandwich: 
the cheesesteak. 

73 STAY
Hotels as vivid and 
majestic as the 
national parks they 
live in 

34 ONE GREAT 
BLOCK
This Berlin street is 
alive with global 
tastes and a string of 
party-ready patios. 

38 NEAR AND AFAR
Crowd-free cruises; 
the Crayola colors of 
Guatemala; Japan’s 
best surf spot

42 PRECIOUS CARGO
Put down that tie! This
year’s perfect dad gift 
is a travel-anywhere 
dive watch.

44 MIX
Hey, Mr. DJ: albums
from around the world.

WANDER
28 BEFORE SUNRISE
Think L.A.’s nightlife 
is all cars and traffi c fi
snarls? This subway 
bar crawl may open
your mind. 

30 OUR PICKS
From Spanish espa-
drilles to wave-ready 
suits, the gear that 
says summer’s here. 

32 ZEITGEIST
What’s in bloom this
season: Dior rings,
fl oral teas, Marni fl
fabrics, and even the
South African desert. 

ON THE COVER
Are private jets 

for the people the 
next big thing in 

aviation? Find out 
on page 47.  

Photograph 
by David Black

Styling by Sarah 
Schussheim

Hair and makeup 
by Lisa Forster

Chloé Marcie 
satchel, $795; 
Theory Davah 

dress, $295 
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p.343

p.477

The neww gold 
status: your own
 jet, bookeed on a

whim from th lthe palm 
of your hhand. 



Focal length: 28mm Exposure: F/10 15.0 sec ISO100 © Ian Plant

16mm
35mm

50mm
100mm

300mm

1:2.9 Macro

Inspiration knows no distance.

The 16mm wide-angle revolution.
Setting a new standard in high-power zoom lenses. 

1 18.8x zoom comes with Vibration 
Compensation and high-speed Piezo Drive autofocusing, making the 
Tamron 16-300mm Di II VC PZD Macro a lens you can rely on for crisp, 
detailed wide-angle to long-telephoto shots.

For Canon, Nikon and Sony* mounts
*Sony mount without VC
1As of March 2014 Source: Tamron

16-300mm F/3.5-6.5
Di II VC PZD MACRO
[Models B016]

www.tamron-usa.com 
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“Decent, 
non-rapaciously priced 

food, exercise bikes, 
TV lounges, fl ights on time 

and not overbooked.” 
@FederalDonuts

“A movie theater.”
Stephanie Wolden

“Rest zones, a children’s 
area, less waiting in 

line, and (paid) access 
to all lounges.” 

Paula Van De Beek

We know you have 
more to say! Mark your 

calendars for our 
#TravelVanguard Twitter 
chat: Wednesday, June 17, 

at 11 a.m. PDT. 
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There’s no shortage of freaky things in Australia’s northernmost 
Top End, from hand-size spiders and curious crocodiles to 

temperatures that can hit a muggy 100 degrees. Photographer Ériver 
Hijano faced it all while shooting “Jump In” (page 90). See the

photos we couldn’t squeeze into the story at afar.com/outtakes.

Fly Right
Airports are changing in 

some imaginative ways (see 
page 60 for a vision of the 

future). We asked you what 
could make the whole 

experience even better. 
Here’s what you had 

to say.
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Want to know how to travel to Cuba like a pro? Or how to spend your frequent 
fl yer miles effi ciently? Head to the Wayfarer—AFAR’s brand-new blog—

where you’ll fi nd daily travel tips, dispatches from our roving editors, and 
inspiration for planning your dream trips. afar.com/wayfarer

OUTBACK OUTTAKES

Follow 
AFARmedia on 

Spotify and 
check out the 

June-July Global 
Mix playlist 

inspired by this 
month’s Mix of LP 

covers, page 44. 
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WHAT 
WILL YOU 

BE READING 
ON THE 

PLANE THIS 
SUMMER? 

THE 
BURIED GIANT
“I love the worlds 

that Kazuo Ishiguro 
conjures up—this 

one is set in a mythical 
England of ogres 

and dragons.” 
—D.B.

COOL GRAY 
CITY OF LOVE

“I can’t wait to 
get out of town with 

Gary Kamiya’s 
kaleidoscopic portrait 

of San Francisco.” 
—D.R.

THE 
SECRET HISTORY

 OF LAS VEGAS
“This literary mystery 

from Chris Abani, 
my favorite author, may 
be what finally inspires 

me to visit Vegas.” 
—E.S.

TECHGNOSIS
“I’m finally going to 

tackle this book by Erik 
Davis. The subtitle 

says it all: Myth, Magic, 
and Mysticism In the 
Age of Information.” 

—N.R.
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GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and
fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a 

quote and see how much you could save today.

Saving People
Money Since 1936

... That’s before the Golden 
Gate Bridge opened.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO
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INSATIABLE
“These (sometimes 
concerning) stories 

from Scott Stone about
 backpacking around 

the world will give 
anyone wanderlust.” 

—K.H.

BARNEY’S VERSION 
“My recent trip to 

Montreal led me to want 
to understand the city 

in more depth, and this 
novel from Mordecai 

Richler seems like a good 
place to start.”

—J.N.





Dubai is well known as a gleaming, modern metropolis soaring above the desert 
and the sea, but that’s only one facet of the Emirate. Visitors will also � nd an 
amazingly diverse culture and rich heritage, both waiting to be explored. 
Dubai’s unique activities and off-the-beaten-path locales range from adventures 
in the desert to hidden ethnic restaurants and camel racing. Take a leap, and 
discover all that Dubai has to offer. 

Dubai
Join us in Dubai for AFAR 
Experiences in early 2016. 
For more information, go to 

afarexperiences.com.



DDESERT  SAFARI
Beyond Dubai’s skyscrapers is 
a vast desert of golden dunes.
Spend the day driving over
them and through the wadis 
(dry river beds), then spend the 
night under blazing stars at a
desert camp. You’ll experience 
the Bedouin way of life, from a
� reside Arabic feast to sleeping �
in a traditional tent. Wake
early to catch the magni� cent �
sunrise with its bright colors
spilling across the sand.

ART  TO ARTART  TO ART
Dubai has emerged as one of 
the world’s most important 
centers for contemporary and 
emerging art, with top galleries 
like XVA Gallery and Carbon
12 showcasing Middle Eastern
and international artists.
Every year, the prestigious Art
Dubai draws a global clientele
of gallerists, artists, and clients
to the UAE art scene. Spend 
the day in Al Quoz’s Alserkal
Avenue Arts District checking 
out the galleries, performance 
spaces, hip cafés, and
private collections.

BUY  BUY  DUBAI
Dubai has some of the best
shopping in the world,
including the world’s most 
famous brands and labels,
but there’s another side to the 
city’s shopping scene. Local
and independent boutiques,
bookstores, and concept
stores can be found from
Jumeirah to The Dubai
Mall. Studio 8 features top
Emirati, Indian, and Pakistani
designers, and you’ll � nd �
fashionable accessories and
funky gifts and housewares at
the Zoo Concept.

SNOW AND  SANDSNOW AND  SAND
In Dubai it’s possible to ski in
the desert, walk underwater,
and sun on the beach—and all
on the same day. At Ski Dubai,
the � ve slopes range from easy �
green to black diamond, while
the Dubai Aquarium is one of 
the largest in the world, with
a 48-meter tunnel that passes
through its largest tank—all
the better to see the tiger sharks
swimming overhead.

EMIRATI  EATSEMIRATI  EATS
Get a taste of Dubai at its
many authentic restaurants,
hidden cafés, and small stalls
that serve delicious bites like
Iranian � atbread, grilled lamb �
kebabs, and Omani halwa.
Knowledgeable guides from
Frying Pan Tours will lead you 
down side streets and alleys to
locals’ favorite secret spots, or
head into the city’s bustling 
markets on your own for a
true off-the-beaten-path
culinary experience.

PAST  LIFEPAST  LIFE
Dubai’s rich Bedouin past is
de� nitely alive today as you �
can discover by partaking 
in traditional pastimes that
are also present-day pursuits
for Emiratis. View a heart-
pounding camel race as these
ships of the desert thunder
down the track at over 30
mph, or watch a falconry 
demonstration, where
peregrines and gyrfalcons take 
down “prey” in a centuries-old
part of desert life.

Don’t leave Dubai without an afternoon of “dune bashing” on a 

desert safari, followed by a dinner amid the shifting sands around a 

camp� re—opt for a henna tattoo if you feel especially adventurous. 

In Dubai, a glittering metropolis is grounded in 

traditional Emirati culture. Here, visitors to the 

Business Events Pavilion check out a model of the city.

From the world’s tallest building to the 
age-old souks and dhows sailing along the 
Arabian Gulf, Dubai surprises visitors ready 
to dive into the world’s most dazzling city. 
Discover your Dubai at VisitDubai.com.
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DAVID BLACK
Photographer
Cover

SALLY KOHN
Writer
Round and Round
We Go p.66

THE VOORHES
Photographers
The 2015 Travel
Vanguard p.47

PIERA GELARDI
Photographer/Writer
Vision Quest
p.86

ÉRIVER HIJANO
Photographer
Jump In p.90

His jet-setting ways: 
“I wanted to capture the 
sophistication and
excitement of a jet that 
picks you up as easily as 
an Uber. I was inspired 
by the album Chet Baker 
in Europe shot by the 
legendary jazz photogra-
pher William Claxton.” 
How he warms people 
up: “I always walk in with 
tricks up my sleeve and 
use the appropriate one 
once I feel the person 
out. It’s all a glorified fi
version of make-believe.”
Go behind the scenes
with him on Instagram:
@davidablack. 

Her trip to Amsterdam 
was eye-opening:
“When I left the United
States, I was really angry 
about Ferguson and the 
issues around race. But
the denial of racism in 
Amsterdam made me 
appreciate that there’s
at least a conversation 
in the U.S., even if it’s
messy.” And the stroop-
wafel was placating:l
“My daughter wanted 
one of those syrup-filled fi
waffl e cookies. She was fl
like, ‘Bring me a stroop-
wafel and we’ll be good.’” 
Follow Sally on Twitter: 
@sallykohn.

Robin Finlay on starting 
a studio with her 
husband: “I used to be 
an art director but quit to 
work with Adam [Voorhes]. 
As our ideas got more
complicated, I had to hire 
someone to build things 
or do it myself. I did 
it myself.” She loves
Craigslist: “For this story,
I wanted a white globe 
with continents raised in 
relief. I discovered tactile 
globes for the blind—I 
bought and painted 
one, and it was perfect.”
See more on Instagram: 
@fi nlayrobin andfi
@adamvoorhes.

She embraced the 
impromptu in India:
“One day, we were hiking
and heard what sounded
like Rajasthani house
music coming out of a 
truck. These guys were
dancing and gestured 
for us to join. So we did! 
That’s my favorite way 
to travel: letting things
unfold.” But reined 
in the camera: “I didn’t 
take a ton of pictures, 
but when I looked back
at them, I was surprised 
at how well they captured 
my impression of the 
country.” Find her on
Instagram: @pieraluisa.

On braving Australia’s 
Top End: “The humidity
is oppressive; the sun
feels like hot syrup on
your back. Every time I 
stepped outside, my lens 
fogged up and I had to
wait 10 minutes for it to
acclimatize.” Out of the 
frying pan: “The roads
in Kakadu National Park 
were flooded. I’m told fl
that when cars get stuck, 
crocodiles like to venture 
out. So I let a pilot talk
me into going up in 
a small plane to shoot
from above instead.”
Check out his travel pics 
on Instagram: @eeeriver. 

p.47
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FOUNDER’S NOTE

SINCE WE STARTED AFAR, we have always tried to fi nd new ways 
to help people travel deeper. Our magazine inspires, our website 
offers thousands of ideas for places to go and things to do, and 
our Experiences event series singles out cities and brings them 
vibrantly to life for small groups of travelers. Now I’m excited to 
announce the launch of AFAR Journeys. 

AFAR Journeys are itineraries crafted for you by members 
of AFAR’s Travel Advisory Council (TAC) and other specially 
selected tour operators and travel agents. The trips are tailored 
to specifi c interests: biking, food and cooking, wellness. Take a 
look at afar.com/journeys. The day-by-day descriptions will give 
you a glimpse at what’s possible, whether you travel on your own 
or sign up for a trip off ered by a TAC member. Thanks to our 
partners at Switzerland Tourism, their beautiful country 
will be our fi rst AFAR Journeys destination. 

And what a great place to begin! Majestic peaks, lush 
meadows, charming towns, and happening cities—all in 
a compact, easy-to-navigate country. Bike through the 
striking countryside. Drive the mountain roads where 
James Bond and Goldfinger once raced, then relax 
at the new Chedi Andermatt, a hotel where 007 
surely would have felt at home. Hike and restore 
yourself at the world-famous La Prairie spa. 
There are so many enticing possibilities.

Our itineraries take you from Geneva 

in the French-speaking west through the vineyards of Lavaux, to 
Zurich and the central and eastern German-speaking areas, and 
south to the Italian-speaking region of Ticino. We will offer the 
classic—Lucerne, St. Moritz—as well as lesser-known spots like 
Appenzell, where artisanal food traditions have endured for cen-
turies; the alpine village of Kandersteg; and the Engadine, a valley 
near the Italian border that is home to the first national park in 
the Swiss Alps. 

Please go to afar.com/journeys and prepare to be inspired. 
You’ll fi nd trips for every taste, all of them easy to book through 
the experts on our Travel Advisory Council, who are also happy 
to craft a custom itinerary just for you. 

As AFAR Journeys grows, we will add more destinations, but 
get in on the fun early and go to Switzerland soon. I’ve already 

booked my trip!

Introducing 
AFAR Journeys

GOOD TRAVELS,

Greg Sullivan
Cofounder & CEO

Thoughts about AFAR Journeys? 
Email me at greg@afar.com.



Santorini, Greece

Contact your Travel Professional, call 877.999.9553, or visit AzamaraClubCruises.com
Azamara Club Cruises® is a proud member of the Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. family of cruise lines.

©2015 Azamara Club Cruises. Ships registered in Malta.

NIGHT.
It ’s the best time of day.



It’s time.

West Thumb Geyser Basin near West Yellowstone, Gateway to Yellowstone National Park

VISITMT.COM





FROM THE EDITOR

Coming to San Francisco? 
Plan your trip at afar.com/
visit/san-francisco.

TRAVEL WELL,

Julia Cosgrove
Editor in Chief 

The AFAR team 
recently walked in the foot-

steps of Jack Kerouac on 
the Beat Generation Detour 

in San Francisco. 

“WHENEVER I WOULD TRAVEL, I went on 
walking tours for the same reason that I eat my 
vegetables,” says Andrew Mason, the cofound-
er of local deals website Groupon. He’s only 
half-joking. I’m sitting with Mason in a café in 
San Francisco’s startup-packed SoMa district.
“You’re in this place and you might not be
there again, and you feel this moral responsi-
bility to attempt to understand the destination,
the history, and the culture. But more often
than not, if you see something that makes you
want to stop and explore, you can’t, because
you’re on someone else’s schedule.”

In 2007, Mason traveled to Rome with his
now-wife and downloaded an audio walking 
tour of the Colosseum onto an iPod. They 
each put in an earbud and wandered around 
the ruins. The actual content, Mason says, was
just OK, but the overall experience gave him
a charge: “We were free from being part of a
herd, and we were learning about a place in a 
way that we could actually enjoy. After that, I
always looked for audio tours when I traveled. 
And I saw how sparse and mediocre the entire
ecosystem was.”

Fast-forward to February of this year, when
Mason launched Detour, a location-aware
audio tour company, in San Francisco. His staffff
of journalists, public radio producers, sound

designers, and engineers unveiled a series of 
immersive tours that users download on their
iPhones (Android versions coming soon)
and walk at their own pace. One part podcast, 
one part itinerary, each Detour—as the audios
are called—turns a focused, narrow lens onto 
a neighborhood. A good example: A member 
of San Francisco’s Historic Preservation
Commission narrates the “Making Market
Street” Detour that puts the city’s most famous 
thoroughfare in context. 

AFAR’s mission has always been to help
travelers have more fulfi lling experiences, so fi
we get giddy when we discover new tools to
facilitate that goal. For our Travel Vanguard
Issue, we cover the five trends defifi  ning the fu-fi
ture of travel (see page 47). From the evolution 
of mobile technology into something both 
useful and inspiring for travel, to hotels taking 
a page from the creative class, there’s a lot that 
will excite globally minded travelers like you. 
Tell me what you think on Twitter @jules_afar.  

Listen Up, 
Travel Deeper
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TraTraT avevelvvel PrPrPrProfeofeofessissis ononnanal ol oooorr UUniwniworlorldd at 800-4255-000039.39.9.9

uniwororld.comom

Amidst lively conversation, delicious local wines are poured and beautifully plated offerings are delivered with solicitous care. 

A savoring bite, a sip of something divine, and a simple moment becomes a memory full of exquisite sensations. Sailing on an

ALL-INCLUSIVE, luxurious river cruise, you’ll discover why Uniworld is the only Zagat-rated river cruise line for “Top 

Dining” and why SAVEUR magazine honored Uniworld as “Best Culinary Cruise Line.” Award-winning cuisine, an extensive 

wine and beer list curated by top sommeliers, and hosted excursions showcasing regional delicacies are all carefully 

crafted with a single goal in mind—to delight and enchant YOU with a most memorable, unique epicurean adventure.  

An Epicurean Adventure for the Senses
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WANDER
C U R I O U S  T R A V E L E R S  O N L Y BEFORE 

SUNRISE 

photograph by PEDEN + MUNK

A perfect night out in L.A. begins in Hollywood’s Redbury hotel and ends 
there, too—in its Library bar, seen here. A glamorous vibe pervades all 57 rooms. 

Plus, the location offers easy access to all the stops on page 28.
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W BEFORE SUNRISE

Good Times at Davey Wayne’s

Bar Covell

BRUNCH THE NEXT MORNING On Sundays, a farmers’ market takes 
over Hollywood’s Selma Avenue. The easiest way to enjoy its produce is to brunch 
at the restaurant Field Trip. Angelenos fl ock to the sunny dining room for the 
city’s current hot dish: fancifi ed porridge. Try the one with heirloom Kokuho rice, 
braised beef ribs, and lacto-fermented mustard greens. It might not cure a hang-
over but it’ll defi nitely take your mind off of it. fi eldtripla.com

9 P.M. 
Sunset/Vermont

Bar Covell in
Los Feliz, there’s no 
wine menu to speak 
of. Bartenders will 
match your highly
specialized cravings 
(something, say, big 
and jammy with a 
little bit of funk)
to one of 150 pours.
The best seats in
the house are 
under the vintage
camera collection.
barcovell.com

6:30 P.M. 
Pershing Square 
For a 360-degree
view of the city’s 
revitalized down-
town, start at the 
rooftop patio of 
Perch. Everything, 
the cocktail list 
included, has a 
French vibe. Try 
the cognac-based 
Midnight in Paris 
and fi nd a cozyfi
spot near one of
the fi re pits.fi
perchla.com

10:30 P.M. 
Hollywood/
Western
Comedians such
as Amy Poehler 
and Nick Kroll draw
big crowds to the 
improv theater 
Upright Citizens 
Brigade. Buy tickets
online before the 
show so you get
good seats for the 
laugh-till-you-cry
performances. 
sunset.ucb
theatre.com

7:30 P.M. 
Wilshire/Vermont
Fortify yourself 
with banchan
(small dishes)
at Koreatown’s
Kang Ho-dong
Baekjeong. Lines 
can be long but the
rib eye, grilled on a 
tabletop barbecue, 
is worth the wait. 
The soundtrack’s
not bad either:
K-pop hits and
soju-fueled chatter. 
3465 W. Sixth St.

MIDNIGHT 
Hollywood/Vine
Don’t be fooled 
by the curious 
entrance of bar
Good Times at 
Davey Wayne’s 
(goodtimesatdavey 
waynes.com). That
fridge door opens 
to a ’70s lair of 
plaid couches and 
groovy kitsch. The 
other surprise? A p
tiny trailer in the 
back serves boozy 
snow cones. 

A fi ve-minute walkfi
away from the 
bar, the scarlet-red 
exterior of the
Redbury hotel is
impossible to miss. 
Sip scotch in the 
book-lined Library 
lounge before 
heading upstairs
to your suite, where
a record player 
and LPs will keep 
the party going.
Rooms from $259, 
theredbury.com

DRINK (AND DON’T DRIVE) IN L.A.
A night out in Los Angeles doesn’t require a car or even an Uber account. Just ride 

the Metro Red Line, which leads from downtown bars to Hollywood stars. 
by LORA SHINNy

The Redbury
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Delight in never having to ask.

                   The art of delight is knowing 

what you want before you do.    

seabourn.com
Ships’ registry: Bahamas. © 2015 Seabourn.



Equator
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Atlantic
Ocean

Amazon River

A

Intimate ships with no more than 300 suites

•

Tipping is neither expected nor required

•

Spacious all-suite accommodations

Complimentary champagne and in-suite bar

•

Complimentary open bars and fine wines

•

Award-winning gourmet dining

Delight in a journey as beautiful as the destination.

Enjoy your journey on the World’s Finest Small-Ship Cruise Line. 

Contact your travel professional or call Seabourn at 800.929.9391.

Asia, Arabia & India  •  Australia & New Zealand  •  Caribbean & Panama Canal  •  Mediterranean  •  Northern Europe  •  South America & Antarctica

*Fares based on this sailing date. All fares are in US dollars, cruise-only, for new bookings only, per guest, double occupancy, subject to availability. Taxes, Fees & Port 
Expenses of $261.95 to $984.09 per person are additional. Information herein is accurate at time of printing and is subject to change without prior notice. Seabourn 
reserves the right to correct errors. Ships’ registry: Bahamas. ©2015 Seabourn

AMAZON ADVENTURES & BRAZIL      from $6,999   Manaus to Buenos Aires  •  20 days  •  Nov 9, 2015
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MYANMAR & MALAYSIA      from $4,999   Round-trip Singapore •  14 days  •  Dec 6*, 2015; Feb 14, 2016
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Anttiguiguaa
St. Barts

Guadeloupe
Caribbean

Sea

Atlantic
Ocean

SanSan JuJuan

St. John
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CARIBBEAN ODYSSEY      from $3,999   Round-trip Fort Lauderdale  •  12 days   •  Oct 28; Nov 9, 21*; Dec 3, 2015



REGISTER NO
W

To learn more and register:
 WWW.AFAREXPERIENCES.COM/MONTREAL

Get beneath the surface of this vibrant Canadian city. You'll 
meet some of Montreal's most dynamic thought leaders, and get insider 

access to spectacular venues, homes and activities.

Celebrate Montreal and la belle province of Quebec in style with like-minded 
travelers and AFAR's founders and editors. 

#explorecanada

AA SpSpececciaial l InInvivitatatititionono FFFroromm mm AAFAFFFFFFFFARARARAAARARARARARARARARARRARAAARARAARAAAAARAAAAARRARAAAAAARAAAAAAAARAAARAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

LEARN. 
CONNECT. 

CELEBRATE.

TRAVEL 
DEEPER WITH AFAR &  

 EXPERIENCE 
THE JOIE DE VIVRE OF 

MONTREAL

#afarcanada

JUNE 25-29, 2015 



photograph by JEFFERY CROSS

W OUR PICKS
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Family-run 
Castañer has crafted 

espadrilles in 
Spain since 1927.

Paul Smith’s 
towel turns your 
plot of sand into 

a Moroccan-
inspired mosaic.

A Brazilian 
handplane makes 

body-surfing 
twiwice as fun. Unlike ke
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From our favorite new shades to a fresh way to ride the waves, From our favorite new shades to a fresh way to ride the waves, 
here’shere’s what to pack for your next beach vacation.

by ANDREW RICHDALE

1 Rachel Comey one-piece, $288, rachelcomey.com 2 RRL hat, $145, ralphlauren.com 3 Lacoste 
Live trunks, $95, lacoste.com 4 Frescobol Carioca hand surf, $235, frescobolcarioca.com 

5 Mar Y Sol tote, $135, shopmarysol.com 6 Castañer espadrilles, $140, mrporter.com 7 Shiseido 
sunscreen, $36, shiseido.com 8 Oliver Peoples sunglasses, $510, oliverpeoples.com 9 Dusen 
Dusen towels (bottom two), $38, dusendusen.com 10 Paul Smith towel, $125, paulsmith.co.uk S
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As Africa’s leading airline for over 80 
years, South African Airways offers the 

including daily nonstop service from New 
York-JFK and daily direct service from 

extensive route network in Africa provides 

our legendary award-winning hospitality 
and see why we have earned a 4-Star rating 

or call your professional travel consultant
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A KISS FROM A ROSE
Mandarin Oriental’s spas 

(below) recently began using 
Inner Strength oil, which 
has a delicate rose scent, 
for massages; Diptyque’s 

new Rosafolia candle ($65) 
smells like rose blossoms 

and freshly cut stems.

BUDDING GENUS
Recently, Alaskan horticultur-
alists made an advantageous 
discovery: The state has 
the perfect summer soil for 
peonies, grown elsewhere 
during a tiny window in spring. 
They distribute them now to 
the Lower 48. Buy the showy 
buds through August from 
California’s Farmgirl Flowers or 
your local organic fl ower shop. 
farmgirlfl owers.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
The kitchen of Washington, D.C.’s Fiola Mare, 
a recent James Beard “Best New Restaurant” 
nominee, has as many blooms as a fl orist: 
More than 15 edible fl owers are always in rotation. 
“I don’t use them as just ornaments,” explains 
chef Fabio Trabocchi. “Blossoms from herbs or 
veggies, such as basil and chive, can deliver 
concentrated aromas of the plant.”

IN BLOOM
It used to be the norm to 

stop and smell the flowers, fl
but now you can drink them, eat 

them, even plan a whole trip
around them. From expeditions
that guide you through carpets

of wild geraniums to rose-
scented spa treatments and 

bouquets that have been 
harvested with extra TLC, we 

bring you a host of new ways to 
enjoy posies around the world.

by ANDREW RICHDALEy
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THE WALLFLOWERS 
The recently renovated Dormy House 
(from $340, dormyhouse.co.uk), a hotel in 
Britain’s rural Cotswolds, is plastered with 
fl orals. Cult New York artist George Venson 
now prints fl oral designs on wallpaper.

FLOWER POWER
For Marni’s 20th 
anniversary, 
the fashion label 
turned Milan’s 
historic Rotonda 
della Besana, 
a Baroque-era 
complex, into a 
fl ower market 
during fashion 
week. The accompa-
nying fashion show 
(right) was a parade 
of fl oral prints. In 
Paris, Céline 
(above) showed 
daisy dresses 
with a ’70s bent.

VISIT THESE BUD STOPS 
Book the Cape Floral Kingdom 
tour with Butterfi eld & 
Robinson to roam South 
Africa’s wildfl ower-rich plains; 
in Holland, guests aboard 
Uniworld’s new Tulips 
& Windmills cruise explore 
color-blocked gardens.

BBonobos 
fl oral tie,fl

$78

George 
Venson foor 

Voutsa, 
$250/fivee fi

yards

Dior, $5,500
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illustrations by WENDY MACNAUGHTON

On sunny days, Berliners head to
the closest park—and anyone is 

welcome to join. Near Rykestrasse, 
you have two options: Wasserturm 

Park, home to a historic water
tower and a coveted Ping-Pong

table, or the elegant Kollwitzplatz, 
where farmers sell seasonal fruits
and vegetables at the markets on 

Thursdays and Saturdays.

No Fire No GloryNo Fire No Glory was the fiwas the fi rst rsfifi
Berlin café to source beans from such 

roasters as Copenhagen’s Coffee 
Collective. Though purist shops now 
populate the city, locals still lounge 
with pour-overs at the tables here. 

Rykestrasse 45 

In a black-tiled space, BRYK Bar rides the 
mixology wave with unusual ingredients, 

including horseradish and chestnut honey, 
and cocktail names that sound like indie 

movies: Crocodile Dundee Is Going
Hunting and Kamasutra with a Hangover.g g

Rykestrasse 18

 With its Balinese-style courtyard
fi lled with plants and benches,fi
the Ackselhaus hotel may have

the best patio on the block. Themed
rooms are just as transporting.

Check in to the Picasso, a ,
blue-accented swirl of patterns. 

Belforter Strasse 21

4

6

When Akemi Asian Soul Kitchen revamped
its look last year, it turned to Miriam

Jacks, a L’Oréal makeup artist with a studio
nearby. Her eclectic touch (geometric 
light fi xtures, an ocean mural) sets thefi

scene for the restaurant’s inventive dishes 
(sushi spring rolls, mussel sashimi). 

Rykestrasse 39

5

The epicenter of Berlin’s street food i f B li ’ f
boom is the Kulturbrauerei, a

cultural center in a former brewery 
that hosts the massive Street 

Food auf Achse market on Sundays.
Start with breaded-veal sandwiches

from the Schnitzel Truck or meander 
over to Gorilla Barbecue for a

pulled pork burger. Craving something
funky? Fräulein Kimchi makes a
tangy-spicy quesadilla using the 

Korean staple. Vegan food is having a
moment as well: Try the grain-based 

ShaVarma from Vegan on Grill. 
Knaackstrasse 97

AL FRESCO BERLIN
Stroll down Rykestrasse on a summer’s day and you’ll find farm-freshfi

strawberries, cocktail-sipping expats—and one of Europe’s best patio cultures.
by BERNADETTE GEYER
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A STATE OF INSPIRATION
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To Market
St. George’s Market,
one of Belfast’s oldest
attractions, started 
off the century with
a refurbishment that
restored the beloved
brick and sandstone 
building to its Victorian
splendor. You’ll �nd Irish �
specialties, books, and 
antiques for sale while
performances by local
musicians have shoppers 
dancing as they browse. 

Stars Are Out
A total of nine Michelin
stars can be spotted in 
Ireland. Four of the 
restaurants recognized by 
Michelin are in Dublin,
including the island’s two-
star Restaurant Patrick 
Guilbaud, but others can 
be found throughout the
country. Modern Irish
fare shines at The House 
in Co. Waterford, while
Campagne in Kilkenny 
has been praised for its 
French menu.

Spirited Excursion
For hundreds of years, 
perhaps as early as when
monks arrived from the
Mediterranean in the 11th 
century, the Irish have 
been distilling whiskey. A 
visit to Northern Ireland’s 
Old Bushmills in Co.
Antrim provides a glimpse
into Irish whiskey’s long 
history—it’s the oldest 
operating distillery in the 

world. Pick up a bottle of 
the 12-year-old Distillery 
Reserve—you can’t buy it 
anywhere else.

The Joys of 
Cooking School 
During recess at the world-
renowned Ballymaloe
Cookery School, you can 
wander amid the herbs
and fennel, beans and
fruit trees of the 100-acre
organic gardens. It’s one
of many cooking schools 
offering classes ranging 
from an afternoon to three
months. At Northern
Ireland’s Belle Isle you
can sharpen your knife 
skills at a 12th-century 
estate spread over eight
islands and the Dunbrody 
Country House Hotel in
Wexford will teach you
to prepare unforgettable
dinner parties with classic
and contemporary dishes.

Festivals and Feasts
If you love oysters, here’s 
a number to ponder:
An estimated 3 million
of them have been
consumed at Galway’s 
Oyster and Seafood 
Festival since it began
in 1954, all washed
down with countless
pints of stout and 
bottles of champagne. 
When not eating and
drinking, festivalgoers 
can watch shucking 
competitions, attend
cooking demonstrations,

An old Irish proverb puts it best: 
“Laughter is brightest in the 
place where the food is.” The 
laughter—as well as the new 
fl avors and friends—in Ireland’s 
markets and restaurants may be 
the most lasting memory from 
your trip. As you plan your culinary 
itinerary, here’s a tasting menu of a 
few of the country’s highlights.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

AN IRISH  
FEAST

and join a “Mardi Gras” 
Masquerade parade through 
the city streets.  From prawns
to potatoes, every ingredient
and every county has its 
day on Ireland’s calendar of 
culinary festivals. 

Plan your own moveable
 feast through Ireland.
Visit Ireland.com. 



JUMP INTO
THE NOW.
ALL 1500
MILES OF IT.

In Ireland we live in the now. 
And now doesn’t always follow 
an itinerary. So take time to 
savor the majesty of the Cliff s 
of Moher, the warmth of 
Galway’s musicians and the 
beauty of the Wild Atlantic Way. 
In the now, every road leads 
somewhere memorable . Come 
and share the now with us. 

Visit Ireland.com



38     AFAR      JUNE/JULY  2015

TA
R

A
 G

U
E

R
TI

N
VIVA LA VIVID

Yes, Guatemala is full of memorable adventures, 
but AFAR photo director Tara Guertin was taken 

by its unforgettable colors.

The year I spent backpacking
through South America, every-
where I went people raved
about Guatemala. But I ran 
out of money before I could get 
there. When I fi nally visited fi
this year, I was struck by how 
vibrant everything was: the 

greens of the highlands, the
ochres and reds of the build-
ings in the city of Antigua, and 
the hues of the textiles, which 
change from village to village. 
In Santa María de Jesús, girls 
in full regalia passed by as 
everyone streamed toward a 

festival in the main square. And
at the biggest market in the
country, Chichicastenango, 
the labyrinth-like passageways 
were lined with stalls selling 
handicrafts and street food.
I wanted to hit the surf spots
that are popping up on the 
Pacifi c Coast’s black sandfi
beaches. In El Paredón, a tiny 
town with pigs and chickens 
everywhere, I stayed in a 
bungalow on the sand at the 
Paredón Surf House. 

One great surprise on the 
trip was that, for $250 or so, you 
could get a room that would 
be $500 to $1,000 anywhere 

else. Casa Palopó, for instance, 
is a wonderfully romantic
resort overlooking Lake Atitlán 
and a trio of volcanos. And in 
Antigua, my palatial room at   
Mesón Panza Verde had a view 
over the courtyard restaurant,
where my boyfriend and I
listened to a musician play the 
tres cubano, a type of guitar.

Before my fl ight home, over afl
cocktail at the InterContinental
(above) in Guatemala City,
I made a mental to-do list for
my next trip: the white sand 
beaches on the Caribbean 
coast and Río Dulce’s crystal-
line swimming holes.

NEAR & AFARW
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THAT SHIP IS 
SAILING

Fall cruises transport you to dreamy destinations without 
the crowds. These options still have cabins available.
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Morgan Collett, 
cofounder of Saturdays 
Surf NYC, has caught 
waves everywhere from 
Costa Rica to Indonesia. 
He makes one destina-
tion a routine, though: 
Kamakura, Japan. It’s 
not just the perfect water 
conditions that have 
appealed to him. Only 
an hour away from Tokyo, 
the beaches of this city 
offer an experience you 
can’t get anywhere else. 
“You feel so completely 
hidden away,” Collett 
explains. “The beach has 
dark black sand and is 
lined with all of these 
coves and rolling hills. 
Then, in the distance, 
you can see Mt. Fuji.” 
There’s more than just 
the outdoors to explore 
in Collett’s paradise: 
Travelers can visit 
shrines such as the 
13th-century Kencho-ji 
and fi ll up on handmade 
soba noodles from 
Nakamura-an, an 
institution locals swear by. 
—JENNIFER FLOWERS

Japan’s
Secret Shore
A surf-wear 
designer shares 
the off-the-
beaten-path 
beach that 
keeps luring 
him back.

THE MEDITERRANEAN
For sunsets and vintage wine,
opt for SeaDream’s 112-person 

voyage (Oct. 23 to Nov. 1) 
from Rome to Malaga, hosted 

by a champagne pro from 
France’s Bollinger vineyard.

From $4,950,
seadream.com

KENYA’S WILDLIFE
Book any of Celebrity’s Iberian

cruises and you can tack on 
fi ve days to explore Kenya’sfi

greatest national parks,
including Lake Nakuru, home to 
giraffes, rhinos, and fl amingos.  fl

From $8,000,
celebritycruises.com

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Instead of doing the

drive up Oregon’s coast, try 
a steamboat ride along the 
Columbia River. American 

Queen’s itineraries offer views
of snow-capped mountains. 

From $3,780,
americanqueen.com

1

1111111111

2 3

WHERE TO STAY NOW The Bahamas The beauty of the just-
opened Island House in Nassau is that it feels like a small community of creative 
local minds. The 48-seat cinema screens fi lms made in the Caribbean. Bahamianfi
musicians perform live sets. Even the pottery throughout the 30 rooms was made
by ceramicists in town. There are plenty of ways to stay active, too: The hotel has 
a squash court and an anti-gravity yoga studio, and, of course, the beach is mere 
steps away. From $550. the-island-house.com —JEN MURPHY



On the Grand Tour of Switzerland the journey is the 

goal. This route will lead you 1000 miles through

four language regions, over five Alpine passes, to 

eleven UNESCO World Heritage Sites as well as two

biospheres and along 22 lakes. This tour provides a 

concentrated insight into Switzerland, with exquisite 

scenic views and cultural jewels.

Be inspired.

By train, bus & boat
To experience Switzerland by train, bus

and boat, a Grand Train Tour of 
Switzerland has been created by 

Swiss Travel System.

Swiss Travel Pass - all you need 
for the Grand Train Tour

Unlimited travel on consecutive days

on the Swiss Travel System incl. scenic

trains such as the Glacier Express, up to

50% discount off most mountain railways and

free admission to 480 museums.

MySwitzerland.com/rail

Facts & Figures
4 different languages and

   cultural areas

37 major tourist attractions

10 UNESCO-World Heritage Sites

10 cultural / historical experiences

8 outstanding nature experiences

7 urban experiences

flexible itinerary (4 - 30 days)

Fly SWISS to Switzerland
         Traveling on SWISS, the airline of 

Switzerland, is an experience built 

upon traditional Swiss values 

promising exceptional service 

and hospitality. SWISS offers

nonstop service from Boston, 

Chicago, New York, Newark, 

Los Angeles, Miami, Montreal 

and San Francisco to Zürich

connecting to over 105 destina-

tions worldwide.

swiss.com
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The Grand Tour of Switzerland.

Learn more about the Grand Tour of Switzerland. MySwitzerland.com/grandtour

G d T f S i lGrand Tour of Switzerland

Grand Train Tour of Switzerland



Grand Tour of 
Switzerland.

From glaciers to palms, from buzzing cities to enchanted hideaways: explore Switzerland’s breathtaking variety

along one inspiring route. MySwitzerland.com/grandtour
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Omega’s self-winding
Seamaster Planet Ocean 

600M600M has an athletic pop of has an athletic pop of
color and displays up to

three time zones. ($8,100)
THE ALTERNATIVE

Orlebar Brown’s Mad Men-esque
Amalfi polo shirt ($120)fi

Girard-Perregaux’s Sea Hawk 
Mission of Mermaids has

an easy-to-grip bezel and rubber 
straps that are perfect for long

days on the water. ($11,750)
THE ALTERNATIVE

Tod’s Marlin moccasins, a fancier
version of the boat shoe ($525)

THE RUGGED SAILORTHE RUGGED SAILOR

THE THRILL SEEKER

THE SPORTY TRAVELER

THE SOPHISTICATE THE SCUBA DIVERTHE SCUBA DIVER

GO 
DEEP

W PRECIOUS CARGO
2

5

1

43

In 2012, a watch similar to In 2012 a watch similar to Rolex’s Rolex’s
Deepsea strapped to the robotic 

arm of a submersible kept 
ticking even at the bottom of the 

Mariana Trench. ($12,350)
THE ALTERNATIVE
Author James 

Nestor’s compelling free-diving
travelogue, Deep ($20)

Ball’s Engineer Master II Diver 
FreeFall has tiny tubes filled with fi

super-luminescent tritium
so you can read the time while

 fully submerged. ($3,500)
THE ALTERNATIVE

Bianchi’s Volpe bicycle, 
made for joyrides on pavement 

and gravel ($1,300) C
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There’s no more classic gift for
Father’s Day than a watch. 

(But we’ve got other ideas for you, 
too.) The most impressive time-

pieces this season are high-tech
divers that are just as fit forfi
the offi ce as they are for the fi

ocean. In fact, one could survive a 
trip to the bottom of the Pacific.fi

by ROBERTA NAAS

The IWC Aquatimer Chronograph 
Expedition Jacques-Yves

Cousteau is eye candy for wrists: 
simple and clean with a

midnight blue face. ($7,200)midnight blue face ($7 200)
THE ALTERNATIVE

Glenmorangie Pride 1981, 
an ultrarare, 28-year-aged 

whiskey ($4,200)





MIXW

One of our favorite ways 
to bring a place home? We like 

to raid local record stores 
wherever we go. Long live vinyl
and these throwback souvenirs 

from our travels.

WAX ON

MARTINIQUECOLOMBIA MARTINIQUECOLOMBIA

TAHITIGERMANY POLAND

BULGARIA

JAPAN

INDIA

GREECEGREECEEL SALVADOREL SALVADOR CAMEROON



SPAINSWEDENSWEDEN ETHIOPIA

UNITED STATESSOUTH AFRICA HUNGARY

UKUKZIMBABWE CHINACHINA

YEMENYEMENJAMAICA BRAZIL



P R OP R O M O TM I O N

gintroducing

AFAR Journeys combines the expertise and insider access of AFAR’s Travel Advisory Council 
with our commitment to experiential travel. The result is easy-to-book custom itineraries to 

the world’s most fascinating destinations. We’re kicking off  with Switzerland trips that include highlights of 
one of our favorite countries, from its alpine peaks to cultural treasures. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT AFAR JOURNEYS AND PLAN YOUR NEXT TRIP TO SWITZERLAND AT 
afar.com/journeys.

go to afar.com/journeys



TRAVEL VANGUARD

FIVE BIG IDEAS THAT JUST MIGHT CHANGE THE WAY YOU 
PLAN, PACK, FLY, MINGLE, CHECK IN, AND CHECK OUT*

*an*and wd wd we de de de de de de de de d d d de de de dde d dde e don’on’onoo t meaneanaaan frfrfromomom youyouyour hr hr hr hoteoteoteotet l.l.l.l.

the

photography by THE VOORHES 



HOW DOES IT WORK? “Jet charters 
have been around for a while, but 
the technology to book an airccraft 
from the palm of your hand, in 
real time, is new. JetSmarter has a 
network of 3,000 private aircraft 
ara ouundnd theh wwororld, 2,500 off whichch 
mimighghg t bebe flyying g ememptpty—y—sasay,y, wwhehennnfl
reretuturnnining frfromm aa cchahartrttererrededd tttririp.p. 
MeMembbers papay y anaa  $8,8,000 0 annnnunualala  
fef e e for acccess ttoo ass mmanany y ofof ttthehehesese 
emmptpty-yy-leleg g g trtripipss asasa ttheheh y y cacan n bobobookoko .”.” 

IS FLYING PRIVATE REAREEEE LLY 
BECOMING MORE AFFOF RDARDABLEBLE??

“Yes, , if yyou imaginene thehe aannnnuaual l
feeee e as aa mmonthhlyl ppayaymem ntt ((ababouut t 
$700).)  Norrmam lllly, chah rterrini g a a
tot p-p tier jjetet ffrorom m NeNew YoYorkrk CCitity y 
toto MMiaiamimi wwouo ldld cosostt bebetwtweeeen n
$1$116,6,0000000 andnd $$300,,00000—0—gegeet t ththt atatt 
flfliighghght t wiwiththt yyouourr ananannunualalal fffeeeeee aaandnnd iit’t’ss s aa flfl
prprpretetettytyy aaamamamaziziz ngng dddeaeaeal.ll. GGGetetet sssixixixix fffriririr enenene dsdsdss  
tototo j jjoioioin n yoyou u anana d d chchc ipipip iiin,n, aaandnnd iit t t
bebecocomemes s soso aaffffoordrdababa lele,, ititit’s’ss absbsbsurururd.d.d ”””ffffffff

WHOWHO’S’S FLYFLYINGING? ? “O“Ourur gggoaoalll isis tto o oo
dedemomocrcratatizizee prprivivatate e aiairrr trrtravavelel. . 
EvEvenen mmanany y wewealalththy y y pepeopoplelee dddononon’t’t’t’t 
flf y y prprivivatate e bebeecacaususee thththeyeyy ttthihinknkkn iiit’t’tt’s sss
totoo o exexpepensnsivive.e. BBBututttt sstatatataartrrrtupupupupps s s lilil kekekekeke 
ouoursrs aareree cchahahah ngngngnnginining gg thththhthataatat. OnOnOnO e e e cococool-l-l-
lelegege kkkkididid bbbrorororokekekek uuup pp p hihihihh s sss mememememembmbmbmbm erererrshshshipipip 
fefeee e ononntoto ttwowowo ddddiffifffefefefefereererer ntntntntnt ccccrereredididit t t cacacaardrdrdr s s s
ananannd d d totototookokokokk eeeeeigigigighththhth eeempmpmptytytyty-l-l-legegegegg fffflililil ghghghg tststs...
HiHiH s s mimimm ndndndnd wwwasasas bbbblololownwnwn... WeWeWeWe’r’r’’re e e brbrbrinining-g-g-g
inining g g inininn ppppeoeoeoeoplplplp e ee e whwhwhwhwho o o o cococoulululuu d d d neneneevevever r r 
hahahah vevevev iimamamagigiginenened d dd flflflyiyiyiingngng pppriririvavavatetete.”.”.  

THE DISPATCHER
OF THE SKIIEESS

JetSmarter foununu derder SERE GEYGEY
PETE ROSROSSOVSOV saysays as a scscrumrum

of stastarturtur pspspsp areare vyvyyinging 
to get you—yyyes,es yoyoy u—ou—ontonto 

a privi atete jejet. 

Upgrades Get
an Upgrade

THE 2015 TRAVEL VANGUARD



YOU GET

PRICE 
OF ENTRY

THE BIG 
IDEA

SURF AIRVICTOR

Flights between L.A. 
and NYC (more soon)
on Gulfstream jets, plus 
exclusivity; the limit is
90 members per hub city. 

What if we created a 
country club 30,000
feet in the air?

$9,700 per month for 
unlimited standby fl ights, fl
four one-way trips, and 
access to special events.  

Let’s hop the pond and 
get in on this jet boom
in the United States.

No membership fee. 
Book an empty-leg trip
(from $1,500) or charter 
a fl ight (from $25,000).fl

One of the U.K. company’s 
7,000-plus chartered 
aircrafts where you want 
it, when you want it, 
booked from your phone.

Flights from Oakland to 
L.A. in 120 minutes, with 
no pass through security. 
Your ride: a plush, eight-
seat Pilatus PC-12 jet.

What if we gave NorCal–
SoCal commuters a
civilized, efficient flfi  ight?fl

$1,000 initiation fee + 
$1,750 a month + three-
month commitment = 
unlimited free fl ights.fl

CLIPPERJET

A JET WITH YOUR NAME ON IT
Since BlackJet kicked off the Uber-of-the-sky trend in 2012, a half dozen startups, 

including these three, have joined the effort to get you on board. 

TIPTOE OUT OF COACH

Premium economy, that now 
ubiquitous hhalf-step up 
from coach, gets you more 
space and priority boarding. 
Singapore Airlines gets points 
for free noise-canceling head-
phones; Lufthansa, a nod for 
serving meals on real plates. 

ECONOMY . . . PLUS

Little things can salvage a long 
fl ight, say the new Smart Trays 
on Asia Atlantic that prop up 
your iPad. Or the SkyCouch—
found on Air New Zealand, Air 
China, and Air Astana—which 
lets a family snuggle together, 
and eat from a shared tray. 

THE NEW BIZ CLASS

La Compagnie gives every 
passenger a lie-fl at seat, a a lie-fl at seat, a 
tablet, and Michelin-star 
food. For a monthly fee, the 
new Take Air offers unlimited 
fl ightsfl ights (only Antwerp–Zurich 
for now) that skip check-in, 
security, and boarding lines. 

BEYOND FIRST CLASS

Etihad’s three-room 
residenceresidence is larger than some 
city apartments and outfi tted 
with a butler, Christian Lacroix 
pj’s, and a champagne fridge. 
Emirates has been hush-
hush about its new suites, but 
expect a big reveal soon. 

Not Ready for Private? Eight Upgrades to Catch

Dive deeper into the 2015 trends at afar.com/travelvanguard.
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HOWH ARA E YOU SHAKING UP 
TRAVEL? “We plan trips starting 
wiitht  the why you are choosing to 
trtrava el rather than the destination.
WhW erre you go might be a surprise; 
some people don’t want to find 
out until the day before takeoff.” 
AND HOW DO YOU DO THAT? “We 
start with an in-depth interview 
that reveals your passions and 
motivations. People tend to travel 
because they want something 

that isn’t present where they are. 
We discover what that is, then 
fi nd a destination that can fulfifi llfi
it. We tap our global network of 
locals, experts, and dignitaries 
to concoct behind-the-scenes 
experiences and meetings with 
interesting characters. [See the 
Iceland itinerary on page 54.] 
Then, we reveal the trip in an 
unusual way: maybe a hardcover 
book delivered by courier or a 

soliloquy performed during a 
play’s intermission.”
WHY ARE PEOPLE RESPONDING
TO THIS? “Many travelers are 
now craving authenticity, not 
packaged tours. The success of 
Airbnb demonstrates this. People 
also want a trusted voice to help
guide them: There are a gazillion 
sources of travel inspiration, but 
standards may be vastly different. 
Our trips match the traveler.” 

THE DREAM
WEAVER

PHILIPPE BROWN, founder 
of outfi tter Brown + Hudson,fi

argues that where you 
travel isn’t really the point. 

Surprise Is the
New Luxury

THE 2015 TRAVEL VANGUARD



Relax in Florida’s great outdoors. It’s the 
perfect place for an adventurer’s vacation, 
where you can pamper yourself in natural 

springs and bask in nature’s beauty.

No spa appointment needed.
Must be the sunshine.
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1

UNPACK A NEW LOOK
St. Regis will load up 
your room’s closet with 
a Neiman Marcus
wardrobe assembled 
just for you. Keep the 
Alexander McQueens 
you love, leave the rest. 

2

DIGITAL FAIRY GODMOTHER
Disney’s MagicBand 
e-bracelet alerts staff 
to your arrival, works as 
a credit card, and soon, 
could zap you a free ice 
cream voucher if you’ve 
waited too long in line.

3

CHILEAN SURPRISE PARTY
Every room at the Awasi 
Patagonia resort comes 
with a guide who can 
arrange surprises like, 
say, a hike in Torres 
del Paine National Park 
capped by a spontane-
ous lunch. 

4

IT’S THE LITTLE THINGS
You may fi nd a book 
by a favorite author or 
a box of pastries left 
on your nightstand by 
the attentive staff at the 
new Grand Amore Hotel 
in Florence.

AN ANNOTATED GUIDE TO AN AWE-INSPIRING TRIP
The challenge: She needed rest, he wanted adventure, they both craved culture. Philippe 

Brown shares how he tailored a surprising Iceland trip to a couple’s quirks.

Selfi es No 
More

El Camino is here to cap-
ture your vacation bliss. 

 Imagine you’re on vacation in Nicaragua. You leave all devices (phone, camera, GoPro) in your room 
and spend the days surfi ng, shopping the craft markets, and feasting on shrimp tacos. Yet every morn-
ing, you wake up to photos from the day before. You catching a wave. You on the prow of a catamaran. 
The whirl of colors that is a Nicaraguan craft market. That’s the idea behind El Camino, a new outfi tter 
that sends a photographer on its group trips so you can revel, unplugged, yet still post a dynamite 
#humblebrag to Instagram. “Every morning, we sit around the breakfast table and relive the past day,” 
says cofounder Katalina Mayorga. “You get these beautiful images of yourself actually enjoying your 
vacation.” Picky about what goes in your feed? “Some people are uncertain at fi rst, but after seeing 
how well the fi rst images come out, even they say, ‘Oh, I really don’t need to take my own photos.’”

SURPRISE IS THE NEW LUXURY

EXPECT 
THE 

UNEXPECTED
Four ways hotels, 

outfi tters, and even 
Disney are stepping up 

the spontaneity. 

Meet guide
Ingolfur Brunn, a 
former policeman 
who climbs moun-
tains and fl ies an 

ultralight

 Arrive 
at a majestic 

1,800-seat concert 
hall known for 
its incredible 

acoustics  

THE IDEA
“Holly needs a slower pace, yet 
she’s married to Zac, who leaps 
tall buildings in a single bound. 
It’s a balancing act, to be sure.”

THE PAYOFF
“Brunn took Zac ice-climbing 

on the Vatnajökull glacier,
while Holly soaked in healing 

waters near lava fi elds.”fi

THE IDEA
“When we learned Holly and

Zac were James Bond diehards,
someone remembered Die 

Another Day was fiy  lmed here.”fi

THE PAYOFF
“We persuaded Dagfinnsson to fi

meet Zac and Holly, who spent a
morning getting the lowdown

on how he pulled off the scenes.”

THE IDEA
“Holly loves to play the pia-

no, so we arranged for her to 
perform at the iconic Harpa 
Concert Hall in Reykjavík.”

THE PAYOFF
“Holly had no idea. She was 

ushered onstage to the 
piano, where she played to 
an audience of one: Zac.”

Coffee with 
producer Leifur 

Dagfi nnsson, who 
shot the Icelandic 

scenes in Die 
Another Day
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my magnifique voyage

No 19

Sofitel Chicago Water Tower

Discover our architectural landmark 

at the heart of the magnificent mile, offering 

breathtaking views of the city

20 east Chestnut Street - Chicago, IL 

60611 USA – TEL: 312-324-4000

Chicago, Mumbai, Paris, Los Angeles, Bangkok… Discover all of our magnifique adresses around the world on sofitel.com 
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MEET YOUR NEW FAVORITE HOTEL
The hotel of the moment is a superwired salon where, whether you’re a deal maker, tech 
geek, or part of the culturati, you can mingle, get inspired—and maybe sleep a little, too. 

FOR THE LEAN-IN SET
A next-gen brand for business 
travelers, Virgin Hotels 
Chicago pays special attention 
to women road warriors. Wi-Fi 
is fast and free, rooms have 
savvy closets, there are weekly 
TED-like talks, and the Funny 
Library is stocked by Second 
City improv stars. Coming soon: 
Nashville and New York City. 

FOR THE ALWAYS-ON
Marriott’s Moxy brand, which 
got its start in Milan and will 
soon expand to Berlin and 
London, revolves around 24-
hour communal areas: In high-
style spaces, screens show 
photos tagged #atthemoxy in 
real time, and premixed drinks 
and board games like Connect 
4 round out the offl ine fun. 

FOR THE CULTURE MAVENS 
Opening this summer in New 
York, the Tommie Hudson 
Square models effi ciency-chic 
(rooms include a pegboard for 
hanging clothes and a flip-
down desk). But who wants 
to be in their room when the 
lobby-cum-lounge screens 
indie fi lms and hosts art 
exhibits and emerging bands? 

FOR THE MILLENNIAL BACKPACKER 
An events coordinator at each 
Generator hostel—Paris is 
the latest—brings in a steady 
stream of shows with design-
ers, artists, and musicians. 
In keeping with backpacking’s 
let’s-hang vibe, there’s always 
a place to gather, such as 
Barcelona’s splashy bar (above) 
or the rooftop terrace in Paris.

FOR THE SOCIALLY AWARE
From Barry Sternlicht, founder 
of Starwood Hotels, comes 
the new 1 Hotels (now open in 
Miami) where, when you’re not 
sunbathing or celebrating at 
a full-moon fete, you can join 
a volunteer expedition to clean 
a beach or shop the occasional 
mini farmers’ market in the 
lobby. New York City is next.

FOR THE WES ANDERSON BUFFS
The new Proper brand—from 
the team behind Viceroy 
hotels—aims for spaces that 
feel like techy meet-ups. 
The fi rst to open will be in San 
Francisco’s Mid-Market startup 
hub. Expect a glamorous 
playground with live music, 
four restaurants, a rooftop 
lounge, and free yoga.

2

5

Hotels Become
Creative Hubs

Find out what’s next 
for Ace Hotels, Hilton, 

Hyatt, and more at 
afar.com/creativehubs.
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THE PARTY
MAKER

The design iconconcon 
bebehb ind the soonn-to-to-lala-launcuncuncun hhhhh

ProP per brandd, KELKELKELLYLYLYL
WEWEARSTLERR seeeeeees hs hhoteoteoteotelslslsls asasasasas

theh  new townownownown sqsqsqsquaruaruaruaruare.e.e.e.e.   

TELTELL US ABOUT YT OUROUROURU LALALAALATESTESTESTESTEST TTT T
PROPROP JECT. “Proopepepep r r HoHoHoHoHoteteteteteetelslslslslss aaarereree aaa
non d to the grarr ndndndd hhhotototto elelellels s s ofofofofo tttthehehee 
19thth centut ryryy. WeWeWeWeWe aaaarerererr n’n’n’n’n’t t t ttt tatatat lklklkk--
ini g grand loolobbbbbbbb ieieeiees s s s ananannnd d d d d bebebebbebelllllll bobob y yy
hats but thahaat tt thththhososososose e e hohohohhohhotetetelslsls 
were theheheh ccululululultututututturarararal ll ll cececececec ntntnttnntereree s s ofofof 
their cccommomommmumumumumumuninininnin tititiitiit esesesesee .. OuOuOO r r San
FrF ancicicicic scsccscscsco oooooo hohhohohohohotetetetetetett l l l wiwiwiwwillllllll bbbe e fufully 
wireeed,d,d,d, aaaaa hhhhhhhububububububb ffffffororororroo llllocoococo al person-
allititieieieiees,s,s,s,sss, aaaaandndndndndndn wwwwwweleleell l dededd signed—
ththininninnnkkkkk viviviviivivintntntntntntagagagaaagageeeeee fufufufurnnnnnnititititttururururururre e e ee yoyoyou u u 
cacaaannnnn acacacacacacactututututututualalalalalallylylylylylyy ssitit ooon.nn ””
HOWHOOHOWWWO DOESE THE COMMUNITY 
FITFITFIFITIT INININNIN???? “E“EEEEEacacaach h h h hohohoh tetetel ll ll wiwwiwiwilllllll bbbbbe e e e
a a a a shshshshowowowwowwcacacacac sesesese fffffforororoo wwwwwhahahahahhh t’t’t’tt ssss hahahahahh p-p-p-p
pepeeenininingngngn iiiin n n itititits ss neneneigigiighbhbhhhbhboroorhohooododod. 
WeW ’re partnering with peopple, 
brands, and institutions in 
each of f the citiess, includding 
SaSann Frananciciscsco o anand d AuAuststinin sso o
fafar,r, wwhoho ccanan uusese ppubublilic c arareaeass
totoo creeatate ananand d shsharare e arart, mmusu icicc, 
anana d d d tetechchnonoolologygyg .”
HOWHOWHOW WIWIWILL LL LL THATHATHAT MT MMAKEAKEAKE HOHHOTELTELELS S 
FEEFEEL DL DIFFIFFIFFEREEREE NT?NT? “I“Inn ththee eaearlrlyy 
202000000s, tthee bbououttiquque hohotel l
woworlrldd wawass fofocuc sesed d on dese iggn.n  
CrCreaeatitingng aa bbeaeaututififulul sspap cece 
isis still crucial, bbut non w we’re
mom re concerned with how 
that space can play multiple 
roles. The rooftop on our San 
Francisco hotel l wiw lll  transition 
from aa pplalacece fforr morniningng 
cocofff eeee to o a babar,r  witth h fifilmlm 
scscrereeneniningsgs,, cooncncerertsts, yoyogag
clclasassees,s, aandnd ffooood d eveventss iin n 
bebetwtweeeen.n. FFooood d isis aalslso o mumuchch 
momorere ssigigninifificcanant.t. EEacach h ofof fifi
ththee AvAvalalonon HHototelels,s, wwhihichch II 
woworkrkeded oon n inin tthehe eeararlyly 2200000s0s,,
ononlyly hhasas oonene rrese taaururanant.t. BButut 
ththe e fifirrstst PProropeper wiwillll hhavave e fofourur.”.”fifi
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THE FUTURIST
HiHilHilH tontt ’s glogloogloobabalba  head of digital, 

GERG ALDALDLDDL INEINEININNN  CALPIN wants 
your ssssmarmarmarmarra tphhht oneooo  to be your 
keyee , ffffronroronront dt esksssss , porter—and 

pocpoppoccketke  psychic. 

HOWH ARARARREE HE HE E OTEOOO LS EMBRACING 
MOBM ILELEE??? “N“Not long ago, the idea of 
hospitalalala itititi y y y ana d dd tettt chnology coming 
togetherrre ssssseeeeeeeemememm dd fof reign. But they 
complememem ntntntnt eeeeacacacach h h otother: You can 
use our neew w w apapapp ppp totot bbbooooook k yoy ur trip, 
view previviviiouououoo s s sts ayayays, ccheheckck in, and 
choosese yyyyoououuo r rr rororoomomo . FoFoFoFor r exexe amamplplle,e,e  
a a a fafafamimim lylyly mmmigigigigighthththth cccchohohohoosososeee a a roroooomomomom tttthahahhat t t
oppopenennnssss totototo tthehehh ppooooool.ll. YYYYououou ccanan eeeeevevev n n n ususuu e e 
ititi tto o mamakekekeeke sssuree a a bububub rgrgrgrgerererere aaaaandnd ffririeseses 
wwwiwiwillllll bbe ththhheererere e to ggreet yyyououu.””.””
WHHHAHAATT SHOHOUHOUHOUUO LDLDD TRATRAATRATR VELVELVEELERSERSR WAWAWATCHTCHCC  
FOR????? “TThihihiih s s s s s yyeyeyey arar,, HiHiH ltltlltononnnon iiis s s tututurnrnrninini g gg
yooooooooyy uruuuuuu ppppphonene iiiintntntntnntooooo yoyoy urur rroooooom m m m kekekek y.yy  
SoSoSoS ooooonooo , thhhhhe ee apa p cooululululdd ddd alalallolow ww yoyoyoyoy uuuu totoo 
pipipipip nnnn n nnnn your fffffavava oro ite rooomomomm ooor r r cucuccuuraratete 
lololololol ccacaaaaaaccal informmmmmatatioion. Anothhhherererer iiiidedededeaa aa
I’I’I’d d d d lllllllolllll ve to see:e:ee OOOncnce guests have 
ararararriririiiiiriiivved in theiriririr rrooooom,m  we could 
chchchheeeeeece k in with thhhhememee vvviaia the app. We
wawawawannnnnnntnnnn  our app to bebebebeecococ memem oone part
ppppppspspspspspp ychic, one part mamamamamagigiciicianan.”
WHAT’S STILL MISSINNNG?NGNG? “W“WWe e 
see oppoortunities in mmooboboo ile 
payments. I know I’m notototot tthehe 
only one who loves not havinininining g
to fuss with my wallet. We’re
also looking into wearables. For 
example, guests could use an 
Apple Watch as their room key and 
get timely information about hotel 
happenings and room updates.”

 This summer, Henn-na Hotel opens in Japan’s Nagasaki Prefecture with a staff of 10. Ten robots This summer, Henn-na Hotel opens in Japan’s Nagasaki Prefecture with a staff of 10. Ten robots 
that is, including porters, housekeepers, and three of the humanish quadrilingual that is, including porters, housekeepers, and three of the humanish quadrilingual actroids at the 
front desk. Your face will be your room key; your phone, your concierge. Is this our future? We front desk. Your face will be your room key; your phone, your concierge. Is this our future? We 
asked Siddhartha Srinivasa, head of Carnegie Mellon’s Personal Robotics Laboratory:asked Siddhartha Srinivasa, head of Carnegie Mellon’s Personal Robotics Laboratory: “Robots are 
effective in places specifi cally constructed for them, like factories: A team of robots can build a car 
faster than a team of humans. But, they struggle with the clutter and uncertainty of human environ-
ments. Hotels are an interesting middle ground. I would’ve expected the fi rst hotel robots to be boxes 
on wheels that transport trays or dirty linens, not service staff. This might appeal to travelers who 
look for effi ciency, but when I go on a trip, I want to be pampered, not feel like I’m in a factory.”

Jeeves Meets 
R2-D2

The robot-staffed hotel: 
Genius? Or totally creepy? 

Your Phone Is
All You Need

THE 2015 TRAVEL VANGUARD



FIVEYEARS
of

WE’RE CELEBRATING

P R O M O T I O N

and opening a world of opportunities to students and their communities. Learning 
AFAR and its sponsors have sent almost 300 low-income high school students on 

international trips to discover the value of leadership and global citizenship.  

in which all students travel and discover themselves. Currently, for every 25 schools 

that apply for a Learning AFAR program, we are able to accept one; for every five 

students who apply for a scholarship, we can provide aid to only one.

Here are some ways you can help:

• Cover one student’s passport fees: $135

• Fund one student’s 9-month program: $3,500

• Send an entire Learning AFAR group on this transformational journey: $40,000

Get involved! Contact us today to discuss how: 
970-484-3633 or foundation@afar.com 

afar.com/learningafar

join us in creating a world 
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NOW BOARDING: 
A NO-FUSS TRIP THROUGH

THE AIRPORT
Flight alerts via text? Pshaw. In the not-so-distant 

future, your phone (or watch) will be the Swiss
Army tool that eases your way from the departures 

curb through customs when you land.

LEAVE YOUR WALLET ALONE
In February, JetBlue
became the fi rst U.S. fi
airline to accept Apple 
Pay, meaning anyone with 
an iPhone 6 can pay for 
drinks, food, movies, and 
even seat upgrades with 
a wave of their phone. 
Next up: United Airlines. 

FOLLOW YOUR BAGS
If you’re a frequent fl yer on fl
KLM, starting this August, 
you can get an Eviate eTag
that will allow you to track 
your luggage via smart-
phone. It’ll even send an 
alert if the bag is opened. 
Airports such as London 
Gatwick will have DIY bag 
drops where you can just 
tag and go.

NEVER MISS A FLIGHT AGAIN
One reason to get an Apple 
Watch: New apps from 
airlines (American, British 
Airways) will give you 
a buzz when it’s time to 
leave for the airport, then 
alert you to delays or gate 
changes. Once in the air, 
your watch will track fl ight fl
time and update connec-
tion and baggage info. 

BYPASS THE CUSTOMS SNARL
In lieu of fi lling out a land-fi
ing card in some cities, you 
can fi le your U.S. Customsfi
details in the new Mobile 
Passport App—and skip to
an express line. Soon, you
may be able to bypass im-
migration officers entirelyfi : 
Melbourne Airport and
others are testing biometric
gates to screen travelers.

AVOID THE AIRPORT WANDER
Airports from Copenhagen
to Miami have added tiny 
iBeacons that can give 
directions to your con-
necting gate, alert you 
when you pass a power 
outlet, or ping your phone 
with personalized deals 
(say, a discount on your
favorite duty-free booze). 

Your Travel Toolbox
The luggage, gear, and apps that are smoothing 

the bumps in the road. 

1

THE SUITCASE, REBOOTED
Three bags to watch: The 
hard-case Trunkster 
is GPS enabled, gadget 
charging, and even self 
weighing; Bluesmart, 
designed by a Silicon 
Valley startup, has 
3G connectivity and a 
remote locking system; 
and the chic new Holger 
suitcase (pictured) in-
cludes built-in chargers.

3

SWIPE RIGHT FOR A BUDDY
Tripr is basically Tinder 
for travelers. The app 
uses Facebook to 
connect friends, friends 
of friends, and even 
strangers traveling to the 
same place. But, while 
it mimics Tinder’s swipe-
right-for-yes feature, the 
travel hookups are all 
(supposedly) platonic. 

2

EVERYONE’S AN ATM
The Tab app lets you pay 
participating businesses 
in your own currency 
and—even better—with-
draw money from them 
(you choose an amount 
in the app, then show a 
bar code). The 4 percent 
fee is less than an over-
seas ATM charge. Use it 
in Guatemala and, soon, 
20 more countries. 

4

STAY PLUGGED IN
Skirt the international 
roaming dilemma with 
a portable hot spot from 
Tep Wireless. For the 
price of two lattes 
($7/day), you can rent 
a tiny 3G wireless 
device that allows you 
to connect up to fi ve 
devices at once nearly 
anywhere in the world. 

YOUR PHONE IS ALL YOU NEED
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TA H IT I  |  F R E N C H  P O LY N E S I A  |  F I J I  |  S O U T H  PAC I F I C

Spend a day on our private islet, Motu Mahana. Th is exclusive retreat is just one of the many 
all-inclusive features we off er, including 50% off  cruise fares plus airfare from Los Angeles. 
Embrace the magic of the South Pacifi c with the world's best.

For more information, contact your Travel Professional, 
call 877-495-0861, or visit www.pgcruises.com/AFAR



THE PIED PIPER
OF POT

CHASE NOBLES, cofounder of 
Seattle-based Kush Tourism, 

says interest in marijuana travel 
is smokin’ hot. 

SO WEED TOURISM IS A THING
NOW? “Yep. We’re a 100 percent 
legal cannabis tourism company.
We run tours—our Kush Tour 
may include stops at a 
cultivation facility, a testing lab, 
and a bakery—and provide travel 
resources (where to buy, partake, 
and stay). We just launched 
a tourism map—an app is next.”
WHAT’S NEXT? “As with alcohol, 
it’s still illegal to imbibe in public,
so I think we’ll see cannabis-
friendly lounges, similar to coffee
shops in Amsterdam. We’re see-
ing development in other states. 
Cannabis is now legal in Alaska. 
There aren’t any shops opep n therre e 
yet, but we’re workingng with h a fefew w
B&Bs to provide places to o geet t a a
taaste of thee ppot cululturee. I’d d like to 
see e ththe induuststryr bbecome coc mpa-
rable to tthe wine industs ryry.” 
WHOH ’S SMOOKINK G?? “OOur clienentst  
are generally ini  theh ir 40s or r older
ana d aree docttors, lawyers—vere y 
prominent peeopo lee. MoM stt aare ffrorom m
ouo t t of staate and iit t tat kek s thhemm a ddayy 
toto reaaliizee, ‘Wow, I can hahaveve tthihis 
inin my y popockkete aandnd notot wororryry.’’ WWhehen n
yoy u u buuy cacannn aba isi hherere, iit’t’ss frfromom aa 
lilicec nsed sstot rer , yoyouu papay y tataxexes,s, aandnd 
nono onee ccann bbusust t yoyou u fofor r itit.”.”

Pot Country Is the
New Wine Country

Check out our guide to 
Seattle’s green scene from 

the writers behind weed 
blog Four Mary Janes at 

afar.com/maryjane.

THE 2015 TRAVEL VANGUARD
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FRESHLY 
BAKED 

IN SEATTLE 
The Goodship 

Company, a new 
line of THC-infused 
edibles from Jody 

Hall—the force behind 
Seattle’s Cupcake 

Royale empire—puts 
the high into 

high-style snacks. 

A CREDIBLE EDIBLE
“The packaging is 
meant to be fun but 
also to give people a 
sense of trust. It’s not 
a Ziploc with a sticker 
on it. We wanted it to 
look like it could go on 
a Whole Foods shelf.”

WHAT’S INSIDE 
“We worked with a 
pastry chef to build a 
cookie (like sea salt 
chocolate chip) that’s 
soft, stable for 60 
days, and still true to 
our commitment to 
local ingredients. It’s 
way different than 
cupcakes: It’s hard to 
make sure the THC is 
evenly mixed without 
making the cookie 
feel like a brick.”

DON’T GO DOWN WITH 
THE SHIP 
“Ten milligrams of 
THC—a cookie’s stan-
dard serving—is like 
four strong cocktails. 
I only eat half in one 
sitting. A quarter is a 
great place to start. 
We want you to curl 
up with a good book, 
not curl up on the 
fl oor wondering what’s 
happening.”

THE SOURCE
Aspen’s gallery-like Silverpeak 
Apothecary (below) turns 
the notion of a headshop on 
its, well, head. No tie-dye here, 
just smart staffers who can 
steer you to a strain—grown
on Silverpeak’s very own 
Colorado farm—to match
your mood. (Jilly Bean uplifts, 
while Querkle soothes.) 

THE EXPERIENCE
Through My 420 Tours, you 
can tour Denver dispensa-
ries or take a class to learn to 
cook with cannabis oils—yes, 
you’ll walk away with good-
ies. Or try Primal Wellness, a 
day spa that uses oils infused 
with cannabis, a natural anti-
inflammatory that won’t get fl
you high, for massages. 

THE HANGOUT
It’s still illegal to smoke in pub-
lic, but companies like Edible 
Events host semi-regular
shindigs. While hotels work 
out their weed policies, a new 
crop of B&Bs has emerged: 
The Adagio Bud & Breakfast
includes a wake-and-bake
brunch (think pancakes and a 
smoke) and a 4:20 happy hour.

IT’S HIGH TIME FOR COLORADO
Since it became the fi rst state to legalize recreational marijuana,fi

Colorado has seen its budding pot industry—and
pot tourism—take off. Here’s how to do a weedcation right.
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The New 
Global 

Pot Spots 

ALASKA
What’s new:What’s new: Since Febru-
ary, the state is OK with you 
growing, possessing, and 
sharing pot. By 2016, it will 
be as easy to buy as gum. 

BARCELONA 
What’s new:What’s new: The lively 
cannabis club scene got an 
offi cial stamp of approval 
in January—and more clubs 
continue to pop up. 
Check out:Check out: The Dragon 
Cannabis Club, known for its 
top-notch product. Word to 
the wise: In order to hang out 
at any of the city’s 100-plus 
cannabis clubs, you’ll need to 
register a few weeks ahead of 
your trip. 

JAMAICA
What’s new:What’s new: You may be 
surprised to hear that the spiri-
tual home of ganja legalized 
possession only this year. 
Check out:Check out: Even before the 
new law, tours of pot 
plantations were a nudge-
nudge, wink-wink part of a trip. 
Some cruise lines offer excur-
sions to Bob Marley’s former 
home (smoke at your own risk), 
or you can head to the hills 
with Jamaica Plantation Tours. 

JUNE/JULY  2015      AFAR     63



Explore the world unhindered in 
our award-winning Give-N-Go® 

underwear—trusted and worn by 
adventurers around the world.

Learn more at exofficio.com/sportmeshforher

UNDERWEAR  
FOR OUT THERE

Emily Silver, Olympic silver medalist and 
world traveler relaxes in her Sport Mesh 
while enjoying the view of some of the 
world’s highest altitude vineyards in the 
Calchaquí Valley in Salta, Argentina.
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Paddle 
deeper into the 

wild on Leigh Lake, 
just north of Jenny 

Lake Lodge, in 
Wyoming’s Grand 

Teton National Park 
(Stay, page 73). 

CONNECT
SPISPIPIPP N TN TN THEHEHE GLGLOGL BE p.pp 66666                    FEAFEAEASTST pp.70        STAY p.73
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CONNECT  S P I N  T H E  G L O B E

take great pride in being tolerant. Five minutes
later, my very liberal and enlightened coffee 
date is verbally bashing Muslims. 

When I first found out I was going to
Amsterdam, I thought I had been there before, 
even though I hadn’t, because I’m not very 
good at geography, and I thought Amsterdam
was in Belgium. It’s not. It’s in the Netherlands 
and, according to some hasty Internet research 
before my departure, is mostly known for two
things—bicycles and cheese. 

“There’s a whole town in the Netherlands 

called Gouda,” I told friends the evening before
I left. “Maybe I’ll go there.” I read the Dutch
pronounce it more like HOW-duhWW . I wondered 
how they pronounced it in Belgium.

A friend who had just visited Amsterdam 
offered a string of museum and restaurant 
recommendations, and then wrote, “Also, be 
ready to see lots of blackface, because Black 
Pete is one of their Christmas characters and 
he is everywhere. It’s very uncomfortable.” 
Come again?

I should say here that one of the reasons 
I was excited to be going to Amsterdam was 
that I remembered going to Brussels—in 
Belgium!—in college, during the same 
pre-Christmas window, and drowning in the
awesomeness of the city’s Christmas market. 
OK, so Amsterdam isn’t in Belgium, but it 
must still have a Christmas market, right? 
Fried dough and hot beverages, here I come! 
Or not. The week before Christmas, fl ailing fl

illustrations by JULENE HARRISON

DD ID YOU KNOW THE COFFEE

shops are technically illegal?”
I’m in Amsterdam sitting in a
café—not a coffee shop, a very t

important diff erence, one quickly learns—ffff
having lunch with a friend of a friend. She 
points at a coffee shop across the street. 

“Technically they can’t sell marijuana, 
but they’re allowed to anyway.” She shrugs.
“It’s tolerated.”

The Dutch, I will be told repeatedly 
throughout my five days in Amsterdam, 

Round and Round We Go 
AFAR chose a destination at random and sent CNN political 

commentator Sally Kohn on 24 hours’ notice to a city renowned 
for its “coffee shops” but where tolerance has its limits.
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through Amsterdam on two wheels, I was the
Jewish schmuck riding around waving and 
saying “Merry Christmas” to quizzical-looking 
Dutch folk. According to my guidebook, 60
percent of Amsterdam’s citizenry identifies fi
as nonreligious, and apparently practitioners
of Islam outnumber those of other faiths. In
other words, no Christmas market.

This makes Zwarte Piet all the more shock-t
ing. In this Dutch tradition, a few weeks before 
Christmas, a Santa character visits kids all over
the country, accompanied by a group of Black 
Petes—helpers portrayed by white people in 
blackface with kinky black wigs and bright red 
lips. Zwarte Piet has been around for more
than a century but has become more and more
controversial in recent years, inspiring pro-
tests and chants of “Zwarte Piet is racisme.”  Yet”
this supposedly very liberal and nonreligious 
country, with a deeply troubled history on 
race, continues to cling with a viselike grip to a
holiday tradition of blackface minstrels. Why?

Back home, the United States was em-
broiled in a deep and sadly divisive debate 
about racial justice—prompted specifi cally by fi
the multiple killings of unarmed young black 
men by police officers, and, more broadly, 
highlighting disparities of opportunity and 
basic dignity. I left my home in New York as 
the death of Eric Garner, and the subsequent 
failure to indict the offi  cer whose choke holdffi
caused his demise, sparked mass protests and 
demonstrations all over the city. What a relief,
a white friend half guiltily suggested, to go
to über-tolerant Amsterdam, where they’ve 
already solved “that stuff.”ffff

Except for the blackface part.

IN THE MISTY RAIN that fell during most of 
my December trip, I pedaled to Noorderkerk,
a stunning, 17th-century octagonal church that 
I imagine now sees more congregants for its
Saturday organic market and classical music
concerts than for its Protestant worship ser-
vices. I attached my bike to a guardrail along 
the Prinsengracht and, my hands slippery 
from the rain, almost lost my bike keys to the 
canal. I wondered if it was this rainy 
in Belgium.

At the market, I met up with another friend 
of a friend, a white Franco-American expat 
named Olivier. He bought me a glass of 
buttermilk, which was just as lumpy and sour
as buttermilk always is, insisting that Dutch
people drink it like soda pop. I find this very 
hard to believe. I choked down as much as
I could manage before returning my glass 

either half full or half empty, depending on 
your perspective, to the less-than-impressed-
looking farm woman working the dairy stand.
In between bites of the fried herring and pea 
soup that I was also talked into, the expat tried
to explain Zwarte Piet to me. 

“Of course it’s racist to us,” Olivier said, 
since we were both Americans, “but it’s hard to 
label the Dutch racist, because they don’t have 

I was the Jewish schmuck 
riding around waving 

and saying “Merry Christmas” 
to quizzical-looking 

Dutch folk. 

the same understanding of race.” In fact, he
explained, many Dutch people think of racism 
as an American invention. During my trip, I
did meet a few Amsterdammers who, when 
they were students, had learned about their 
country’s significant role in the slave trade—asfi
the primary country shipping human beings
from West Africa to Brazil, Suriname, Guyana, 
and several Spanish colonies—during the
17th, 18th, and 19th centuries. In all, this tiny 
country was responsible for an estimated 5 to
7 percent of the entire Atlantic slave trade. Yet
some Dutch told me that this history is just not
taught in the schools. 

A few blocks away, Olivier showed me a
playground where someone had spray-painted 
ZWARTE PIET IS RACISME; someone else had
crossed out the word racisme and written nice.
As though niceness, the desire to be tolerant, 
could wash away history—or hurt—like so 
much rain.

EXPLORING AMSTERDAM, I did a bunch of 
touristy things I fi gured Ifi should do. I went tod
the sleek and modern Stedelijk Museum and 
found a stand that sold oliebollen, the Dutch
version of fried dough balls dusted with pow-
ered sugar, which tasted great even without 
a surrounding Christmas market. Still, while 
travel inherently off ers an opportunity toffff
step out of your usual routine and look at your 
life and home country diff erently, it’s not as ffff

though you become a diff erent person on vaca-ffff
tion. Inevitably, the good and bad parts of your
core identity travel right along with you, like 
an invisible extra piece of luggage. In my case,
I could not escape my identity as a columnist
who views the world through a political lens. I
got on social media and started reaching out to 
political activists in Amsterdam.

Conveniently, one of the country’s leading 

Muslim political figures, Tofik Dibi, was
already following me on Twitter. I messaged
him, and we arranged to meet for dinner.

I pedaled again in the drizzle to a massive
parking garage, a tower of concrete perched 
on the edge of another canal, which struck me, 
not unlike the Noorderkerk, as a church for 
another religion not really practiced here. 
I locked my bike, carefully keeping the keys
facing away from the canal this time, and
slipped behind the parking deck ramp to
Waterkant, a popular Surinamese restaurant,
reportedly home to an especially bustling 
nightlife in the summertime. Inside, the decor
was dangling strands of bright lights, tiny 
table tents with beer advertisements, and the
kind of wooden crisscross siding you find on afi
deck—exactly what I imagined a beachside bar 
might be like on the northern coast of South
America. Except, at least on the night I was
there, the restaurant didn’t seem to have any 
waitstaff  actually from Suriname, the former ff
colony and hub of the Dutch slavery industry.
The roti was scrumptious, nonetheless.

“Tolerance is the Netherlands’ main 
export,” Tofik told me, “but it’s an illusion. Or fi
a delusion. The Netherlands is not actually 
that tolerant.” Tofik gave an example close to 
his experience—the rise of Islamophobia. In
the Netherlands, it should be noted, Muslim
fundamentalists are a small minority of the
Muslim population—as they are, ahem, in most 
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Tamron’s 16-300mm All-In-One™ is the only
zoom lens featuring an 18.8x range that’s
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design technology achieves high image
quality in this incredibly compact and
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On the Grand Tour of Switzerland, the journey 
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11 UNESCO World Heritage Sites and along 22
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at Switzerland, with exquisite scenic views 
and cultural jewels that can’t be missed. Be
inspired and start planning your trip today. 
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places. But after September 11th and the 2004
murder of Theo van Gogh—a provocateur 
filmmaker whose anti-Islam fifi  lm, fi Submission, 
made him infamous—all the country’s Muslims 
were under scrutiny, Tofik said. “Before fi
September 11th, I wasn’t seen as Muslim, you
know? But since then, I feel it’s all I’m seen as; 
as if I constantly need to prove I’m not plotting 
something.”

Tofi k described feeling like a dark cloud fi
of suspicion was always hovering above his
head. No doubt the atrocious attacks in Paris,
which happened after my trip, further dark-
ened that cloud. 

The day after my dinner with Tofik, I fi
rode my adorably civilized-looking Dutch 
bicycle about 30 minutes south of the center
of town to a farm-to-table restaurant called
De Kas, situated within a giant shimmering 
glass greenhouse in a fi eld of tall, undulating fi
grasses. It was a great bike ride, with the wind
at my back. (Later, pedaling in the opposite
direction with three courses and a glass of 
wine under my belt, it wasn’t so great.)

On the way to De Kas, I stopped in
Oosterpark, near the heart of one of the city’s
main immigrant neighborhoods, to see the 
nation’s slavery memorial. Bronze statues
of tiny hunched and shackled fi gures seem fi
to lean, with equal parts ache and yearning, 
forward—ultimately passing through a winged 
arch, with the bronze fi gures on the other side fi
of the passage not only unshackled and upright
but visibly, markedly taller and lankier. I
couldn’t help but wonder if this was a con-
scious choice, to represent the freed slaves not 
only as “standing tall” but also as more Dutch-
like, approximating the supermodel-y blond
men and women who all have perfect posture 
on their bikes and perfect legs to match.

On my way out of the park, I passed another 
monument. This one is a memorial to Theo 
van Gogh, the anti-Islam filmmaker. The fi
proximity is jarring. A monument against
discrimination and the subjugation of African
people just yards from a memorial to a man
whose propaganda many Muslims accuse of 
helping fuel their subjugation. Tolerance a few 
yards from its opposite. The contradictions
of Amsterdam, captured in a few turns of the 
wheels on my bike.

Back in my room at the Dylan hotel, a beau-
tiful refurbished canal house, I was packing to
go home—trying to fi gure out what to do with fi
all my souvenirs as well as my white liberal
guilt. There was a knock at the door. It was the 
porter, Daniel, coming to see if I needed my 

minibar refi lled. He trudged up the stairs of fi
my loftlike room, ducking to avoid the broad 
ancient beams at the doorway. I hesitated a 
second and then asked, while he knelt by the 
tiny fridge, if he thought there’s discrimination 
in the Netherlands. 

Originally from Suriname, Daniel said no,
not a bit of discrimination here. He has every 
opportunity in Holland. Sure, the voice in my 
head snapped cynically, every opportunity to 
be a porter. 

In fi ve days flfi  itting around Amsterdam’s fl
posh restaurants and shops and museums, 
Daniel was actually the only nonwhite employ-
ee I had encountered. People of non-Western 
origin make up about a third of Amsterdam’s

population, but unemployment among “ethnic 
youngsters” is more than three times that of 
white youth nationwide. Still, I wanted to take 
Daniel at his word.

Having found a few inches of my suitcase 
that could still be fi lled, and with a few hours fi
until my fl ight home, I decided to fifl nd somefi
hunks of HOW-duhWW  to bring home as stocking 
stuff ers. I went to one of the city’s most famous ffff
cheese shops, De Kaaskamer, which was just 
a few blocks from my hotel. I walked, fi gur-fi
ing that since I had already written in my notes 
that I had managed not to have an accident in 
fi ve days on a bicycle, I might have thus jinxed fi
myself and should quit while I was ahead.

In De Kaaskamer, there were wheels of 

cheese everywhere. Walls of wheels of cheese.
And I couldn’t tell what set them apart other
than color. I bought some light yellow and
some dark yellow, both of which tasted lovely,
though I’d be hard pressed to pinpoint the 
diff erence. Back on the street, I marveled ffff
at the subtle shades all around me—the gay 
couple I passed kissing on the street, the
memorial to the gay people killed in the
Holocaust and persecuted throughout history, 
the legalized prostitution on the blocks in
between, the fact that everyone around me was
white. Shades of tolerance.

In the United States, I’d come to think of 
tolerance as a linear progression. I envision
those brimming with animus based on race,

There were wheels of 
cheese everywhere. 

Walls of wheels of cheese. 
And I couldn’t tell what 

set them apart.

gender, or sexuality bunched together at one 
end of the spectrum. Hopefully, I see everyone
else haltingly, imperfectly, but progressively 
moving toward enlightenment at the other 
end. Here in Amsterdam, things were spun
around. Or maybe just round. Openly gay 
politicians were rabidly anti-Muslim. Defend-
ers of blackface were enthusiastically smoking 
pot. Amsterdam was neither enlightened nor
close-minded but constantly shifting, not 
progressing along a line but simultaneously 
occupying multiple points on a circle. Like a 
wheel of cheese. Or maybe spokes on a bike. 
Constantly turning.

Writer Sally Kohn is profi led on page 18.
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At Pat’s King of 
Steaks, you can 

order a cheesesteak 
“whiz wit” (with 

Cheese Whiz and 
onions) anytime, 

day or night. 

II ’M SITTING WITH Frankie Olivieri
Jr. outside his restaurant, Pat’s King 
of Steaks, a South Philadelphia
institution that pumps out the city’s

famously messy sandwich 24 hours a day. It’s 
10 a.m. and the cherry-red picnic tables are
mostly empty; I’m here during the lull between
workers coming off the night shift and the
crush of afternoon tour buses that precedes
late-night revelers. 

The cheesesteak I smell frying is nearly the 
same as the original born here 85 years ago: An
Italian hoagie roll packed with thinly sliced rib 
eye and Spanish onions, both sautéed on a flat-fl
top grill, sometimes with peppers and mush-
rooms. Cheese, whether you opt for provolone 
or the iconic Cheez Whiz—just “Whiz” in local
parlance—holds the whole thing together.

they sell in a year,” says Olivieri. “But cheese-
steak joints are like opinions. They’re every-
where, and all valid.” 

Only Pat’s can claim to be the original. The 
cheesesteak, Olivieri tells me, was invented
in 1930 on this very corner by his grandfather 
Harry and his great-uncle Pat Olivieri. The 
duo worked as hot dog vendors in an open-air 
Italian market, and when times were good 
they would buy beef and fry it up with onions
for their lunch. One day, a taxi driver asked if 
he could buy the sandwich instead of a hot dog. 
Pat off ered to split it. The driver, smitten,ffff
advised the pair to sell them. 

It wasn’t until World War II, however, 
that the cheesesteak became a Philly emblem.
A true showman, Pat started a rumor in the
days of WWII rationing that his sandwiches 

But ask anyone what really makes a cheese-
steak and they’ll tell you it’s the roll. A descen-
dant of an old-world Italian bread, the chewy,
slightly crusty hoagie roll (Olivieri swears
by New Jersey–based Aversa’s Bakery) is the
perfect vehicle for dripping meat.

An informal Yelp census puts the number 
of cheesesteak spots in the city at 96 , but the
sandwich is served everywhere, from delis to
high-end restaurants. And, while the basics
(meat, onions, roll) don’t vary much from place
to place, arguing about which is best—and
whether sliced beef is better than chopped—is
a pastime on par with running the Rocky steps 
or dissecting the latest Eagles game.

“You’re always hearing about how one par-
ticular cheesesteak place is the best, even
though I probably make more in one day than

by ARIEL R AMCHANDANI     photographs by JASON VARNE Y

Confessions of a Cheesesteak
The tale of Philadelphia’s greatest sandwich starts with a hot dog.
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FOR THE MEATLESS
Get a taste of 
Philadelphia’s booming
vegan dining scene
at HipCityVeg. This fast 
food spot is a leader in 
ecodining: It delivers by 
bicycle, and it composts 
food scraps and all pack-
aging. Fans swear by the 
Philly Steak (which subs 
in a grain-soy blend
for the steak and vegan 
mayo for the cheese) 
paired with the Groothie, 
a kale-packed smoothie. 
127 S. 18th St. 
hipcityveg.com

LOVE A TIME CAPSULE?
Joe’s Steaks + Soda 
Shop opened in 1949, 
and its diner stools and 
wooden booths haven’t 
changed since. The
steaks are fried up to
order, often by Joe’s son; 
pair one with an egg
cream for a true time-
warp lunch. Don’t miss
Joe’s new outpost in the 
Fishtown neighborhood. 
6030 Torresdale Ave. 
joessteaks.com

HEY, HIGH ROLLERS
Contemporary decor 
sets the stage at Barclay 
Prime where chef Mark 
Twersky, a Per Se alum, 
turns out refi ned rend-fi
itions of steak house
classics. Splash out on 
such items as the 

Australian Wagyu and 
whipped potatoes, and, 
of course, the over-the-
top cheesesteak. 
237 S. 18th St.
barclayprime.com

1

3

4

FOR THE PURISTS
Pat’s King of Steaks is 
the original and worth 
a visit for its setting in 
the Italian market, the 
famously gruff staff, and 
the celebrity photos that 
line the walls. Be pre-
pared to wait in line and 
be ready with your order. 
1237 E. Passyunk Ave. 
patskingofsteaks.com

2

contained horse meat, then, in mock outrage, 
off ered a $10,000 reward for someone to proveffff
it. Business boomed and competitors followed.

While places like Pat’s continue to churn 
out the classics, the current cheesesteak
scene refl ects the city’s changing dining land-fl
scape. HipCityVeg makes a respectable vegan 
version. The cheesesteak even gets an haute
touch at Barclay Prime, a swanky steak house,
where Wagyu beef is tucked into a sesame
roll and piled with foie gras and truffled cheese.ffl
Paired with a half bottle of Perrier-Jouët
Grand Brut,  it’ll set you back a cool $120.  

“Why mess with tradition?” I ask Mark 
Twersky, Barclay’s executive chef, later that
day. “Cheesesteaks are fun to play with,” he
replies. Though purists may quibble with his
methods, he grew up with the sandwich—he’s
partial to Geno’s, a Pat’s rival, or Jim’s, an old-
school spot—and understands its vital role. 

“After dinner at a great new restaurant—
even if it’s ours—you’re still going to go out
and get a cheesesteak at two in the morning,” 
he says. “Because that’s what you do in
Philadelphia.”

Pat’s is famous for 
its Whiz-topped 
cheesesteaks—

and for making an 
appearance in the 

original Rocky.

There’s a Philly 
cheesesteak  

for every taste

Find the one that’s 
right for you: afar.com/
cheesesteak

CONNECT F E A S T



If you mention us when you book atmention us when you book 
an AFAR Collection hotel, you could
get anything from a complimentarycomplimentary

. bottle of wine to a discounted rate
Not that we’re telling you to 

name-drop or anything (we are).

Learn more about the AFAR Collection and its members at AFAR.com/hotels/collection.

P R O M O T I O N

Experience the world at our curated collection of premier hotels.

Rosewood Mayakoba 
Riviera Maya, Mexico

Las Alcobas
Mexico City, Mexico

Belmond Peru
Cusco, Lima, Machu Picchu and
the Sacred Valley

Galley Bay Resort & Spa
St. John’s, Antigua

The Reefs Resort and Club
Southampton, Bermuda

Le Guanahani
St. Barthélemy, French West Indies

Belle Mont Farm on Kittitian Hill 
St. Kitts

Grace Bay Club
Turks and Caicos

Dorado Beach, A Ritz-Carlton Reserve
Dorado, Puerto Rico

Mandarin Oriental, Miami
Miami, Florida

XV Beacon
Boston, Massachusetts

Park Hyatt New York
New York, New York

Loews Regency Hotel
New York, New York

Langham Place,
New York, Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

The Cosmopolitan of  Las Vegas
Las Vegas, Nevada

The Resort at Paws Up
Greenough, Montana

AKA Beverly Hills
Beverly Hills, California

The Scarlet Huntington
San Francisco, California

Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
Kohala Coast, Hawaii

Halekulani
Honolulu, Hawaii

Ritz-Carlton Montreal  
Montreal, Canada

The Siam
Bangkok, Thailand

The Peninsula Hong Kong
Kowloon, Hong Kong

The Fullerton Hotel
Singapore

Sofitel Legend Metropole Hanoi
Hanoi, Vietnam

The Leela Palace New Delhi
New Delhi, India

Bulgari Hotel & Residences, London
London, United Kingdom

Singita Grumeti
Serengeti, Tanzania

The Residence Boutique Hotel
Johannesburg, South Africa
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Wyoming

by JEN MURPHY

Park It Here
You don’t have to sleep in a tent to wake up to the sound of a calving glacier. Many U.S.

national parks have accommodations that rival their settings in beauty. After a day spent 
exploring, you’ll have earned a hearty gourmet meal and a night in a comfortable bed.



3

For more national park lodging, 
visit afar.com/parkhotels.
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THE SWAG 
COUNTRY INN
Waynesville, 
North Carolina
Set along the 
boundary of Great
Smoky Mountains 
National Park, the 
Swag’s 14 guest
rooms feature 
patchwork quilts,
postcard views 
of North Carolina’s 
mountains, and in 
most cases, wood-
burning stoves. 
Personalized hiking
sticks come in
handy for outings
on the surround-
ing trails and make 

BELTON CHALET
West Glacier,
Montana
Situated a quarter 
mile from the west 
entrance to Glacier
National Park, this 
recently renovated 
landmark was built 
by the Great North-
ern Railway Com-
pany in 1910—the 
year the park was 
dedicated by Presi-
dent Taft—to host
wealthy passengers 
from the East Coast. 
Rooms in the arts 
and crafts–style 
lodge are simple yet 
comfortable. During 

KENAI FJORDS 
GLACIER LODGE
Seward, Alaska
Reaching the
remote Kenai Fjords
Glacier Lodge is 
part of the fun. The 
four-hour boat jour-
ney from Seward to 
the only lodge with-
in the 700,000-
acre Kenai Fjords 
National Park is a 
prime opportunity 
to spot porpoises, 
puffins, and whales.fi
On arrival, guests 
disembark and 
make their way to 
the lodge, where 
they’re briefed on 

great souvenirs.
When the dinner 
bell rings, guests 
gather to share 
tales of wilderness
adventures over 
local trout, grilled 
lamb chops, and 
salads made from 
the on-site garden’s
vegetables. The 
inn doesn’t serve 
alcohol, but
you are welcome 
to bring your own. 
From $495.
theswag.com

their stay, guests 
explore the region’s 
network of more 
than 700 trails by 
horseback, foot, or 
bike. To experience 
this pristine area 
as visitors have 
been doing since 
the 1930s, hop in 
a jammer, a red 
touring coach with 
a canvas top that 
rolls back to reveal 
wide-open vistas 
of the surrounding 
forests and peaks. 
From $160. 
beltonchalet.com

bear safety: No
food allowed in the 
16 cabins. Calving 
tidewater glaciers 
provide the wake-up 
call for days filled fi
with sea kayaking, 
canoeing, and hik-
ing. Come evening, 
relax in the main 
lodge with a cocktail 
or with a book from 
the lodge’s natural
history library. 
From $725, all-
inclusive. 
kenaifjordsglacier 
lodge.com

1

1

2 3

2
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JENNY LAKE
LODGE
Grand Teton,
Wyoming
Handmade quilts 
top pine beds in 
the 37 cabins of 
this 1920 lodge 
in Grand Teton 
National Park. 
Horseback rides, 
cycling excursions, 
and epic views of 
the Teton Range 
are all part of the 
experience; lucky 
travelers might spot 
elk, bald eagles, and 
osprey. A hearty 
breakfast spread 
and a decadent 

WEST STREET 
HOTEL
Bar Harbor, Maine
Opened in 2012, the 
West Street Hotel 
wholeheartedly 
embraces its water-
front location. All 85 
rooms have views 
of Frenchman Bay 
and are decorated 
in nautical Ameri-
cana (think navy, 
red, and cream color 
schemes and lots of 
sailboat patterns on 
the upholstery). The 
hotel can arrange 
a lobstering trip on 
a real-deal com-
mercial boat or an 

fi ve-course dinner fi
(mushroom tarts, 
grilled haloumi 
cheese, cumin-
dusted lamb) are 
also included in 
the price. For an 
additional cost,
guests can raft 10 
miles down the 
Snake River or take 
a multiday wildlife
photo workshop.
From $689, all-
inclusive. gtlc.com

excursion to nearby 
Acadia National 
Park. There are 
more than 120 hik-
ing trails that
range from low-key 
to strenuous: 
Advanced climbers 
can summit 
Cadillac Mountain, 
the tallest peak 
on the U.S. Atlantic 
Coast. For a guided 
tour of the park with 
less effort, board 
Oli’s Trolley, which 
picks up riders 
across the street
from the hotel.
From $225. thewest 
streethotel.com

4 5

5

BY BICYCLE
Serious cyclists can ride 

the sinuous Going-to-the-Sun 
Road on a seven-day trip 

through Glacier and 
Yellowstone National Parks 

with the Cycling House.
 $1,595, thecyclinghouse.com

BY KAYAK
Paddle the waterways of 

Everglades National Park on 
a three-hour kayak adventure 

with Backcountry Cowboy 
Outfi tters. Overnight camping 

trips are also available.
From $135, 

backcountrycowboy.com

ON FOOT
Take in the Southwest’s famous 

rock formations on a six-day 
hiking expedition through Grand 

Canyon, Bryce Canyon, 
and Zion National Parks with 

Mountain Travel Sobek.
From $2,995, mtsobek.com

Ways to Explore 
the Parks
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BY LISA ABEND         PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHRISTOPH HAIDERER
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no nobles, no kings. Our history is the histstorory 
of peasants,” explained food-and-wine
educator and magazine writer Tomaz Srsen 
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A delicately arranged plate of smoked trout is one of chef Ana Ros’s specialties 
at Hisa Franko in Kobarid. 
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Ljubljana Castle provides an aerial view of the Slovenian capital.

parents) had been a special event; her regular
gig is at Hisa Franko, a small inn that she and
her husband, Valter Kramar, inherited from his 
parents a little over a decade ago. At the time, 
Ros had never worked as a chef. “I hadn’t even 
set foot in a professional kitchen. And I was
pregnant,” she recalls. “But I learned.”

She certainly did. Dinner at Hisa Franko 
that night was so good that it was hard to believe 
she hadn’t spent her early 20s slaving away in
a Michelin-starred galley somewhere. There
were bright dandelion greens, just emerged in 
the springtime sun, that had been picked that 
day and battered; ramps emulsified into an fi
electric green sauce to coat the sweet Slovenian
mussels with an oniony earthiness; cod fried
with a coating of ash, the pitch-black exterior
contrasting sharply with the pearly white 
interior; deer heart served with uni as well as
roe from marble trout raised a few kilometers
downstream. It was innovative and elegant and
utterly delicious. 

After dinner, I mentioned to Ros that,
in Slovenia, I was having a hard time 
distinguishing between the old and the new, 
the traditional and the modern. She herself 
had served tangerine sauce with the marble
trout, and black garlic with the pork neck. 
“Look,” she said. “I keep my feet on the ground 
with my cooking. The base is local, seasonal, 
Slovenian. But cooking is always about 
personality, and personality isn’t just where 
you grow up. It’s also where you travel, the 
people who infl uence you, the experiences fl
you have. I went to Tanzania when I was 14 and 
encountered spices for the first time—cloves, fi
cinnamon, cumin. That’s a part of me, too.”

Ros’s lack of dogma about what is 
authentically of a time and place was 
refreshing. As I set off  the next morning, ff
I thought about something she had said just 
before heading upstairs to bed: “You
can be creative only after you’ve put in a 
lot of kilometers.”

Driving east from Kobarid through
mountain passages, I came to Lake Bled, one of 
Slovenia’s most instantly recognizable spots. 
The lake—deeply blue and surrounded by more 
of those snowcapped peaks—is dominated by 
the church that sits on an island in its center. To 
get to the town, you must take a wooden boat 
called a pletna, navigated by oarsmen whose 
right to ferry passengers there was fi rst granted fi
by Empress Maria Theresa in the 18th
century and has been passed on, generation to 
generation, ever since. It’s ridiculously 
picturesque, as long as you keep your eyes on
the lake and mountains and away from the 
tacky souvenir shops, mini-golf courses, and
Soviet-style hotels along the perimeter. 

Most of the restaurant menus I perused in 
Bled were heavy on game meats and dumplings,
but at Garden Village—a new eco-resort with
luxury tree houses and tents, a self-cleaning 
swimming pool, and electric car-charging 
stations—something else was afoot. The 
restaurant’s tables were topped with plush 
squares of living grass, and its room dividers
were planters of  herbs, creating a greenhouse
feel. The fare was Slovenian standards given
novel twists. Smoked trout, a typical appetizer, 
came prepared three ways: in a creamy pâté; 
layered in thin, glistening slices; and rolled in 
nori, sushi style. Thick, homemade ravioli were 
stuff ed not with the cottage cheese so familiarffff
elsewhere in Slovenia but with a smoky white 
bean puree, and were served in a kicky sauce 
with vegetables that retained their pleasing 
crunch. Meeting chef Dusan Jovanovic, I
learned that he had joined the kitchen a mere
week before I arrived, his previous position 
that of private chef for a government offi  cial. Iffi
asked him if his food was Slovenian. He was 
shy and clearly preferred to let his cooking do 
the talking. Finally, he simply smiled and said, 
“Think globally, act locally.” 

I ate my last meal in Slovenia at Vila 
Podvin, an elegant restaurant on the grounds 
of a former castle on the outskirts of Lake Bled. 
Chef Uros Stefelin holds a weekly farmers’
market and is working to recover heirloom 
varieties such as the powerfully sweet and
seedy tepka pear. In his dining room, he
brings tradition forward with his food, as well: 
sturgeon served with wild garlic and hops and 



Chef Uros Stefelin serves stewed onions, egg, potato, truffl e foam, 
and pumpkin oil with mushrooms and bacon at Vila Podvin.

Not-so-simple gnocchi from chef Dusan Jovanovic’s 
kitchen at Garden Village Resort in Bled.

A magical plate of vegetables and broth by chef Benjamin 
Launay at Vander Urbani in Ljubljana.

At Gostilna Pri Lojzetu in Zemono, chef Tomaz Kavcic turns 
lamb, vegetables, and polenta into abstract art.

DOWN + EAT WELL 
IN SLOVENIA
JB Restavracija
Chef Janez Bratovz applies 
modern techniques to farm-
fresh ingredients and riffs
on Slovenian culinary tradi-
tions. The formal setting is
balanced by the warm 
hospitality of a family oper-
ation (Bratovz’s wife is the
manager, his daughter the

sommelier, his son a chef).
Cesta Miklosiceva 17,
Ljubljana, 386/(0) 1-430-
7070, jb-slo.com

Nebesa
Chef Ana Ros’s parents run
this simple but elegant resort
that comprises four wood-
sided cabins with fi replacesfi
and alpine views. The hills
are alive with opportunities
for exploring the Soca Valley.
Livek 39, Kobarid, 386/(0)

5-384-4620, nebesa.si

Hisa Franko
While Ana Ros masterminds
multicourse tasting menus
that might include local beef
tartare, pasta filled withfi
sheep’s milk cottage cheese,
and black cod fried in vege-
table ashes, her husband,
Valter Kramar, maintains
a world-class wine cellar, 
favoring biodynamic and
Slovenian varietals. Stays

at the inn’s 13 guest rooms
include breakfast.
Staro selo 1, Kobarid, 386/(0) 
5-389-4120, hisafranko.com

Garden Village Resort
Designed with eco-
conscious guests in mind,
accommodations range
from tents and tree houses 
to apartments with Jacuzzis
and kitchenettes. Chef
Dusan Jovanovic’s poolside
restaurant serves a menu 

that changes daily and
features vegetables and
herbs from the garden used
in novel preparations
of local trout, stuffed pastas,
and more.
Cesta Gorenjskega Odreda
16, Bled, 386/(0) 8-389-
9220, gardenvillagebled.com

For more places to 
eat in Slovenia, go 

to afar.com/slovfood. 



In Radovljica, about 15 miles southwest of Lake Bled, a monument honors benefactress 
Josepina Hocevar, who supported Slovenian schools and hospitals . 



Sheep graze in the Trenta Valley below the Vrsic Pass in the Julian Alps. The valley is the source of the 
Soca River, which runs through Slovenia to the Adriatic Sea.



A pletna, or 
traditional 

wooden boat, 
provides the only 

transportation 
across Slovenia’s 

famous Lake Bled. 

a gingery foam; dandelion soup drizzled with 
pumpkin oil. “My dishes must taste like they 
would have a hundred years ago,” Stefelin 
told me. “I don’t want to change the flavor of fl
our ingredients. But the combination—how 
you put them together—that’s where the 
creativity lies.”

The proof was in the polenta. Lunch at 
Vila Podvin started with a small bowl of raw 
polenta topped by a centimeter-high disk that 
was brown on the outside, white on the inside. 
For a moment, I wasn’t sure how to eat it. Did 
I pick up the disk and take a bite? Cut it into 
smaller pieces? Surely I wasn’t meant to roll 
it in the uncooked grain? Fortunately, tthe 
waiter intervened. “IsIs SSloloveveninianan bbrereakakfafastst!”!” hhee
bebeamameded,, anandd I I rerealalizedd tthahat t whwhatat II was looookingng 
at wasa  an egg,g  the topp thihirdd sshaved off, theh  resst tffff

buried in the polenta. I dipped my spoon 
into it and tasted sweet cornmeal, rich egg, 
and crisp, bacony bits of fried pork fat. I had 
savored that particular combination before 
during my travels through Slovenia, but 
this version was more refi ned, more delicate. fi
The thrill of discovery ran through me.

“If you want a revolution, you have to lay 
the groundwork,” Ros had told me at 
Hisa Franko. “In Denmark, they had that by 
the time René Redzepi came along,” she 
said, referring to the chef at Noma, currently 
ranked best restaurant in the world. “We 
don’t have it yet..” Roos and food writer Tomaz
SrS sesen n plplayed down the notion of their country 
bebecoomim ng the next big culinary destination. 
BuBut I had to wonder, is visiting Slovenia 
nonow w lilikeke that time you went to Copenhahagegen n 

hoping for a decent smørrebrød and 
discovered Noma’s fried reindeer lichen 
and musk ox tartare? Or when you went to 
Spain expecting to eat gazpacho and paella 
but found yourself at elBulli on the Catalan 
coast being served spherified olives and fi
liquid-nitrogenized cotton candy? If a food 
revolution comes, doesn’t it look like a 
few inspired individuals, sparsely scattered 
around the country, doing very delicious 
things?

AFAR contributing writer Lisa Abend 
wrote about bicycling in Copenhagen in the c
March/April issue. Photographer Christoph 
HaH idererer sshohot t AbA ennd’d s feature about 
ScScanandid navia’s ÅlÅlana d d archhipipelaggo o inin ttheh  
NoNovevembm er/Decemmbeber r 20201414 issssueueuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu  of f AFFARff .RR
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AA hike into Kakadu National Park can take you to Jim Jim Falls, this page.
But you need only wade in from the beach to experience Darwin’s Wave Lagoon, previous page.



JUNE/JULY  2015      AFAR     93

I’ve never really known what brought
my grandparents to this animal kingdom, 
so tenuously tied to civilization. My Granpy 
grew up in rural Queensland. And my 
grandmother—a delicate-boned, smartly 
dressed English lady with immaculate waves 
of auburn and white hair, who likes good china 
and a certain decorum—has now stuck it out for 
35 years in a place where dressing for dinner
means wearing socks with your sandals. 

They cope with the oppressive wet season
by spending much of their time in their living 
room, where they’ve recently had a new air- 
conditioning unit installed. Persuading them
to leave that room is not easy. Their life out
here in the bush used to be active and sociable; 
they hosted lunch parties, played indoor lawn 
bowling at the local club, and traveled short 
distances to visit friends. “We don’t see those 
friends anymore,” Nan tells me, with a shrug. 
“Well, a lot of them have died.”

And then there’s my grandparents’ wariness 
of Darwin itself. In the past few years, the
big city and its rapidly infl ating suburbs havefl
become a no-go zone, and even the couple’s 
once regular trips to the local shopping mall 
have been curtailed for fear of  “ruffi  ans in theffi
car park.” Their suspicion of the city has always 
baffl  ed me, considering the myriad dangers that ffl
live, quite literally, on their own rural doorstep. 
Nan can point out the place where the local 
park ranger was standing one minute and swept
to his death the next when a cliff  collapsed. Aff
friend of theirs down the road lost half his hand 
to a crocodile; another narrowly survived after
being bitten by a deadly snake. But if I find fi
the prospect of lethal reptiles off -putting, it’sffff
nothing compared with what my grandparents 
imagine awaits them on the mean streets of 
Darwin, which they presume are infested by 
roving gangs of drunken bikers.

In the fi rst week of my visit, when I suggest Ifi
make an afternoon trip to the cinema, Nan looks 
horrifi ed. The movie theater is on Mitchell fi
Street, the liveliest road in Darwin. “I’m not 
sure we want you going to a 4:30 screening,” 
says my grandmother. “It won’t be over until 
6 p.m. That’s just too late to be coming home 
alone.” I plead that I can handle myself, and 
that the local population holds no menace
for a longtime resident of a city as historically 
murderous as London, but this argument 
does not soothe her. Since thirtysomethings 
shouldn’t throw teenage tantrums, I head 
sulkily to the lunchtime film, then leave the fi
cinema past a queue of little kids with curfews
later than mine.

The drive out of town reveals just how far

ERHAPS IT ’S THE JET L AG  that makes the birds sound
so monstrous. All afternoon, as I try to nap, they have been infiltrating my sleep. Birds that 
hoot, birds that bark, birds that cough, birds that squeak, screech, groan, and sigh. Birds that howl
like wolves or scream like babies. A bird that sounds like a dial-up modem connection. A bird that 
seems to be calling for someone named Marie. When I next wake, it’s the middle of the night, and 
the birds have fallen silent. I hear a noisy rustling—rat or possum, I imagine—and brace myself,
then turn on the light. The biggest insect I’ve ever seen fl ashes blackly over the book at my bedside.fl
I love my grandparents, but sometimes their home really freaks me out.

In the tropical climate of Australia’s Top End, everything teems. Bugs. Spiders. Ants of several
diff erent colors. Huge horseflffff  ies that perch on your head like miniature crows and administerfl
a nasty nip 10 seconds later. Snakes in the trees, snakes in the bushes, snakes in the grass. My 
grandparents Elizabeth and Dennis—or Nan and Granpy, as my family calls them—have lived here, 
in the northernmost part of the Northern Territory, for 35 years. Nan, my father’s mother, was 
widowed long before I was born and met Granpy when she came from Britain to visit Australian 
relatives. When I was two years old, she married him and emigrated. Today they laa ive in a two-story 
house that they built on fi ve acres of bush land about an hour outside Darwin, the capital of the fi
Northern Territory and its only true city.

The most popular time to visit the Top End is the dry season, from May to September, when the 
temperature is a fairly constant 86 degrees Fahrenheit and the sky is unvaryingly cloudless. But I’m
visiting in the middle of a late-arriving wet season, before the onset of the drenching monsoons. 
The atmosphere is clogged with unreleased rain. An earthy, vegetal humidity smothers you like an 
overused dishrag on your face. You can’t cool off in the sea, because it is also a time when the ocean ff
is swarming with box jellyfi sh, whose poisonous sting can paralyze you faster than a shot of Botox fi
to the heart, and the watering holes are hosting the seasonal invasion of killer crocodiles. 
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Darwin has advanced since I used to visit as a
kid, when the airport itself was little more than 
a corrugated iron shed. There are freshly laid 
roads and glassy high-rise apartments. Entire 
suburbs have mushroomed into being: The 
population now tops 130,000. My grandparents 
are as suspicious of the new parts of town as they 
were of the old. One of the places they have been
avoiding is the Darwin Waterfront, a recent
redevelopment of the old mudflats, whichfl
cost the city $1 billion and represents Darwin’s 
boldest attempt yet at 21st-century living. I tell 
Nan and Granpy I’d like to take them there for 
lunch. Reluctantly, they agree.

The Waterfront is a half dozen modestly 
modern blocks, shouldering an artificial beach fi
where “stinger nets” keep the seawater free of 
jellyfi sh and allow you to swim in the bathwater-fi
hot sea. A little farther along the promenade
there’s a wave lagoon where kids are riding the 

gentle, mechanical surf on bodyboards. We
walk past a chain-brand coff ee shop, a tapasffff
bar, an upmarket spa. Above them all gleams 
the Vibe Hotel. We sit in its partially open-air 
café and order the lunch deal, and Nan flicksfl
through a copy of the city’s daily paper, the 
NT News. Its front-page headline reads GIANT 
ROACH FOUND IN MAN’S EAR. In other news, an 
elderly woman’s bag was snatched by boys in the 
North Lakes shopping center. “It’s not worth
going out if that’s what’s going to happen,” sighs 
Nan. Then the food comes, and the generous 
portion sizes stir a ripple of approval. I smile 
inwardly at my tiny fi rst victory.fi

Granpy points out to sea. The old port,
where he once worked as an electrician on 
cattle boats, is still visible. It is also, he explains, 
where the bombing of Darwin took place in
1942. “There was more tonnage destroyed here 
than in Honolulu,” he says. “The irony was, they 

sold it all back to the Japanese for scrap after
the war.” He tells me that the oil storage tunnels, 
built during the war to protect fuel tanks from
Japan’s air raids, are open to the public, and I 
can visit them if I like.

MY FIRST TRIP  to the Northern Territory, 
as a two-year-old fl ower girl at my grandparents’fl
wedding, I don’t remember at all. But my 
parents brought me back as an eight year old, 
and then, when I was 12 and my sister was 10, we 
were sent as unaccompanied minors on the 24-
hour fl ight from Britain. Those trips embedded fl
memories of a small, fl at town, its two-story fl
businesses selling fi shing tackle or pearls. Thefi
few activities for kids all involved crocodiles. 
These enormous, vicious creatures were the
Top End’s prime tourism commodities. We
would go to ogle them on a river cruise where
guides lured them out of the water with dead 

Darwinites picnic on the green near Cullen Bay Marina—a “fancy part of town,” according to writer Emma John’s grandfather,
Dennis. He and Emma’s grandmother used to hang out at the marina when they were fi rst dating.fi
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chickens, or we’d visit the crocodile farm, where
they were bred for handbags. We finished our fi
outings eating crocodile and chips in the café.

 Originally a port on trade routes from
Asia, Darwin has been ethnically diverse far
longer than the rest of Australia. The city 
has a large Southeast Asian population, and
in the vast wildernesses beyond, indigenous 
communities live on protected Aboriginal
lands. It still has the fl avor of pioneer territory—fl
a macho place with a mining history, where 
people drive utility vehicles and go pig hunting 
with knives and dogs.

My visits to date have been about spending 
time with my grandparents, at their home and 
in their beloved garden. They love feeding the 
birds on their veranda and watching the wildlife 
that has colored the landscape outside their 
window: a resident goanna (monitor lizard),
a few itinerant wallabies, the odd frill-necked

lizard. I’ve always found it hard to look past the
hostile otherworldliness of their surroundings.
Even the fl owers look threatening, stretching fl
eagerly upward on impossibly long stems, their
trumpets neon yellow or unnaturally bright 
cerise. There are clumps of white lilies in my 
grandparents’ garden that look like the advance 
guard of an alien invasion.

The impression of an inhospitable
environment is only reinforced by a day trip, 
later in the week, to the Museum and Art
Gallery of the Northern Territory. I manage 
to persuade my grandparents to come along, 
because my Nan, who used to be a potter, gave 
classes at the Craft Council here two decades 
ago, before her withdrawal from public life.

They settle in at the café while I browse the
Aboriginal paintings. The abstract dotted swirls 
and circles seem appropriately hallucinatory in 
the oppressive heat. Another room stocks native 

biological specimens in glass cabinets, the most
poisonous species gathered thoughtfully on
one wall. The exhibit works its way from the 
very toxic sponge to spiders the size of a child’s
face, and a sea snake that could star in its own
Godzilla versus Whatever movie.r

Set back in a gallery by itself is a permanent 
exhibition on Cyclone Tracy. Cyclones come
and go here during the wet season, but Tracy 
was unforgettable. She arrived on Christmas
Eve 1974 and fl attened the city, tearing fl
corrugated iron roofs off  buildings and then ff
using them to batter what remained. There’s a 
booth where you can stand, in pitch darkness,
and listen to a sound recording of the storm; 
the inhuman shriek of winds and fl ying metal fl
is impossible to bear for more than a couple
of minutes.

This happened fi ve years before Nan fi
arrived, but I know Granpy was caught in the

When Emma visited Darwin as a child, most activities had something to do with crocodiles; this one lurks
in the Yellow Water Billabong, one of the extensive wetlands in Kakadu National Park.
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middle of Tracy. When I rejoin them in the café, 
I ask what he thinks of the exhibition. He shakes
his head and says he hasn’t spent any time in 
there: “I don’t need to go through it again.” And 
out comes the story—of a young electrician 
living in a caravan park. The storm caused the
trailers to go tumbling across the grounds,
and he and six of his neighbors were forced to 
hunker down in a car that was slowly fi lling fi
with water. “The first wave of the storm wasn’t fi
so bad,” he remembers. “Then there was a calm, 
the eye of the cyclone. But when the wind came 
back, it picked up all the metal and hurled it 
about. The next morning there were huge iron
girders driven through trees. Only one or two
houses were still standing.” 

Granpy has always looked like the kind of 
man who can handle tough situations. He’s 
muscular, with a head of hair that merges into
his beard in a koala-bearish manner. At home 
that evening, we open a bottle of wine and he
tells me about the time he got knocked out 
on boozy coconut fenit  in Goa, a tale he clearly 
never thought I was old enough to hear before.
He doesn’t drink much anymore, though. “After 
Tracy, I’d come home and I’d drink so much 
I couldn’t go out,” he says. “Then I met your
grandmother. She was my saving grace.”

HILE I’M TRYING
to persuade Nan and
Granpy to explore 
their own city, they are 
adamant that I should

go “out bush” and see some of the natural
wonders that sit on their doorstep. I’ve never 
been a hiker, I’m no great nature lover, and I 
hate camping. But since they seem increasingly 
game—I have now booked us dinner at the best 
restaurant in Darwin, and they have agreed
we should stay overnight at a nearby hotel—I
decide it’s only right that I test myself, too. 

Kakadu, which begins just under two
hours by car east of Darwin, is one of the
larger national parks in the world, bigger than 
Yellowstone, Yosemite, and the Everglades
combined. There’s no such thing as a day trip to
Kakadu, and even my modest two-day guided
tour requires a trip to a camping store—which
nearly puts me off the whole idea when the ff
woman selling me insect repellent warns
me about “all the disgusting, bitey, infected
creepies we’ve got here.”

The morning I meet up with the four-wheel-
drive tour bus there is a cyclone warning, and
we set off  in gray, squally conditions. A dozen ff
or so backpackers doze in their seats, so I sit 

up front next to our guide, Nathan, and watch 
the landscape thicken, its straggly eucalyptus
joined by pygmy palms and tall speargrass—
terrain for hunting and hiding and ambushing. 
Occasionally, Nathan yelps the name of a bird or 
animal and points at the branches or the side of 
the road, but all I can see is a zoetrope of trunks. 
I wonder if he’s just making it up.

Two and a half hours from Darwin is South 
Alligator River, where a gas-station-cum-tavern
serves as the de facto community; beyond it lie
Kakadu’s great fl oodplains. The sun has brokenfl
through, and a fl ock of waders (magpie geese,fl
says Nathan, which are neither magpies nor 
geese) shoots suddenly out of the grasses, as 
if they’ve just been released from under the
earth itself. 

The wetlands are only one of the myriad
ecosystems contained within Kakadu’s 
boundaries. We drive on through savannah
woodlands—noisily alive with rainbow 
lorikeets and oriental cuckoos and cockatoos
brandishing their yellow mohawks with punk 
attitude—and arrive in stone country, where 
the sandstone cliff s have sheltered indigenousffff
communities for tens of thousands of years. 
A walk along the escarpment reveals the 
centuries-old rock art depicting cultural
traditions, historical events, and the rich
animal life that surrounded the Aboriginal 
communities.

The Aboriginals who inhabit the land call 
the wet season gudjewg. The climate may be gg
enervating and inconvenient for humans,
but out in the bush it’s the time to breed and
feed. On an evening boat trip along the Yellow 
Waters, the activity is so intense it seems as 
if nature is staging a documentary just for us.
Flying foxes swarm above mangrove trees, and 
tarpon splash about. A kingfisher dives for a fi
shrimp, bashes it against a branch, and chugs it 
down. Even the tiniest puddle is swarming with 
tadpoles. My eyes slowly acclimate to the rich 
hidden world surrounding us, and I realize I’ve 
never seen so many diff erent types of butterflffff iesfl
in one day.

We sleep on camp beds in fairly basic
permanent tents. These keep out the snakes
but not all of the ubiquitous mozzies. It is not
an entirely comfortable night, and the next 
morning we wake to a kind of apocalyptic 
fl ooding. Water is tipping out of the sky as if fl
God himself is operating the dump truck. At the 
fi rst thunderclap I look up, terrififi  ed, expectfi ing 
to see an airplane coming down. 

The trail we’re taken to hike is swamped
with puddles that turn out, on entering them, 
to be knee high, but the conditions only stoke

S TAY                        

Mantra on the
Esplanade

The hotel’s panoramic 
views of Darwin Harbor 
are hard to beat, and the 
Central Business District 
location is a convenient 
base for exploring the 
city. Stay in one of the 
guest rooms or live like 
a local in an apartment-
style accommodation. 
Guest rooms from $97; 
apartments from $145. 
88 The Esplanade, 
61/(0) 7-5665-4333, 
mantra.com.au

Vibe Hotel Darwin
Waterfront

The 121 modern-feeling 
guest rooms may be on 
the small side, but Vibe’s 
location is wide open—

right along the waterfront, 
a short stroll from the 
restaurants, shops, and 
pubs lining the promenade. 
From $80. 7 Kitchener 
Dr., 61/(0) 8-8982-9998, 
tfehotels.com

E AT                         

Hanuman

Chef Jimmy Shu’s Thai-, 
Indian-, and Nyonya-
inspired menu showcases 
indigenous ingredients in 
such dishes as barramundi 
fi sh tikka, Thai chili prawns, 
and lemongrass- and chili-
spiked oysters. The spicy 
cuisine is complemented by 
a standout list of Australian 
wines. Doubletree 
Esplanade, 93 Mitchell 
St., 61/(0) 8-8941-3500, 
hanuman.com.au

The Kitchen at the 
Darwin Ski Club

This low-key beachside 
bistro’s hearty menu 
includes grilled lamb 
chops, chicken schnitzel, 
and meze platters with 
grilled chorizo and 
Wagyu meatballs. 20 
Conacher St., Fannie Bay, 
61/(0) 8-8987-6630, 
darwinskiclub.com.au

Pee Wee’s at
the Point

Secluded coastal 
surroundings in a nature 
reserve set the stage 
for Pee Wee’s tempura 
soft-shell mud crab, 
grain-fed eye fi llets (beef 
tenderloin), and imported 
buffalo cheese. Alec Fong 
Lim Drive, East Point, 61/(0) 
8-8987-6868, peewees
.com.au

STAY + EAT: DARWIN
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When the Northern Territory’s heat is scorching, Dennis opts to watch birds in the garden
from the air-conditioned sanctuary of his living room.
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For Emma’s grandmother, “Nan,” opposite page, newspaper headlines like the one above epitomized her image of Darwin, despite
the city’s tranquil waterfront. Travelers in the Northern Territory might meet up with a ranger in Kakadu National Park, above right, take a

cruise on the Yellow Water Billabong, below, or examine a termite mound in Lichtfi eld National Park, below right, west of Kakadu.fi
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O U T F I T T E R S

Many travel companies 
offer tailor-made trips and 
itinerary extensions into 
Kakadu National Park from 
Darwin. Abercrombie & 
Kent (abercrombiekent.com), 
Asia Transpacifi c Journeys 
(asiatranspacifi c.com), 
Cox & Kings (coxandkings
usa.com), and GeoEx 
(geoex.com) book travelers 
into the fi nest lodges 
and pair them with the 
region’s best guides.

LO D G E S

Bamurru Plains

A short distance from 
Kakadu, a three-hour drive 
east of Darwin, 10 airy 
bungalows on stilts have 
en suite showers and views 
of the wildlife-fi lled Mary 
River fl oodplains. From $420 
per adult. bamurruplains.com

Cicada Lodge

In Nitmiluk National Park, 
just south of Kakadu, Cicada 

Lodge’s 18 balconied suites 
are fi lled with Aboriginal art 
and face the otherworldly 
sandstone formations of the 
Katherine Gorge. From $530. 
cicadalodge.com.au

Mercure Kakadu
Crocodile Hotel

This crocodile-shaped 
retreat has all the creature 
comforts you’ll need after 
a few days in the wild, 
including air-conditioning, 
Wi-Fi, and an outdoor 

swimming pool. From $120. 
accorhotels.com.au

Wildman Wilderness 
Lodge

Located halfway between 
Darwin and Kakadu National 
Park, ecofriendly Wildman
has 10 modern, air-
conditioned cabins and 
15 fan-cooled, safari-
style tents. Cabins from 
$365; tents from 
$240. wildmanwilderness
lodge.com.au

GET INTO THE WILD: 
KAKADU NATIONAL PARK
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Nathan’s enthusiasm. Every so often he squats
suddenly, or lunges into a bush, and comes
back with hands cupped around a frog or a
grasshopper.

As the rain lessens, I surprise myself by 
starting to spot things independently: a quail-
like rainbow pitta rooting around the forest 
fl oor, a single nafl tive hyacinth, a caterpillar
pretending to be a new shoot on a branch. If 
you had told me 24 hours earlier that I would
walk two hours in sheeting rain, soaked to the 
skin, and feel moved by a glimpse of an insect,
I would not have believed you. But something 
about the landscape is getting to me, and when 
Nathan drops me off  back at my grandparents’, ff
he lets me in on a secret. “You know there’s an
incredible lagoon right near here?” he tells me. 
“Girraween, it’s called. Hidden just behind these
plots. I think you’d like it.”

A day later, Granpy packs the car for our 
overnight trip to the city. There is a palpable 
sense of nervous anticipation, not to mention 
rather a lot of luggage for one night. “We’ll havee 
been out three times in one week!” exclaims 
Nan. “We shan’t know ourselves.” But it’s me 
who is most apprehensive. The restaurant 
I’ve booked is on the dreaded Mitchell Street. 
What if it proves itself to be everything they 
fear? In conversation on the Kakadu trek, I had 
laughed off  my grandparents’ dread of the placee, ff
only for Nathan to tell me that Mitchell Street
does, indeed, have a long-standing reputation 
for bar brawls (and the odd one that spills into
the street). And now, driving into the city past 
taverns advertising XXXX beer, and companiess
that hire out heavy agri-machinery, I’m 
reminded just how masculine this place is.

The restaurant, called Hanuman, turns out 
to be full of smiling, smartly dressed clientele,
but now I have new worries. Is the chic, low-
level lighting too dark for Nan to read the
menu? How spicy will the food be? I pray that
we won’t hear a curse word all evening. The 
last time my grandparents went to the movies,
they left before the film even started becausefi
a group of bikers had walked in swearing. The
food arrives: a big bowl of curry, an aromatic
duck salad, some lamb. Nan and Granpy regard
the chicken satay warily, then find it delicious. fi
“It all has so much fl avor, doesn’t it?” says Nanfl
approvingly. The waiter tells us the cuisine is
called nyonya and is particular to the Chinese 
population of Malaysia and Singapore. We feel
like the first Europeans to discover it. fi

Over drinks—mocktails, in Nan’s case—
Granpy opens up about his own travels. In
his 20s he worked his way around the globe 
over the course of two and a half years, from

San Francisco to New York to Europe and 
overland to Asia, with nothing more than the 
electrician’s license in his pocket. On his way 
home to Queensland he’d landed in Darwin, 
“thin as my little fi nger, and crooked as a dog,” fi
with just eight dollars to his name. Eventually, 
he’d worked up the money to get back to his 
family, but now he was a diff erent person, fullffff
of experiences that the rural community he
had left behind couldn’t begin to understand.
“My mates thought I was a skite, a joke,” he says.
“Even my parents weren’t interested in where 
I’d been.” That, he tells me, was why he moved 
back to Darwin, where he would come across
people like the ones he’d met in Turkey or 
Indonesia or India. “It was the only place I didn’t
feel like a freak.”

And then came Nan, a glamorous BritishAnd then came Nan, a glamorous British
traveler striking out solo after the death of her
husband, visiting her relatives in Australia.
With her green trouser suit and her long 
auburn hair and her smart accent, she was like 
a creature from another world. “I picked her up
in an old Bongo van,” he remembers, grinning.
“She must have thought she’d come to the end 
of the earth.” He asked her if she’d like to see
some sights, and they spent six weeks traveling 
together to Adelaide, Ayers Rock, Alice Springs. 

I watch them smiling nostalgically at each 
other, and a wave of sentiment blindsides 
me. Suddenly, my grandparents’ lives appear
so much more adventurous than I’ve ever 
conceived: my Granpy, who left the family farm 
to see the world on a dime, and my Nan, who
moved to the other side of the world for love. 
And it doesn’t surprise me as much as it should
when, after we return to fi nd our hotel lobby fi
a party zone with dance music blaring from 

the bar, my grandparents insist on having a 
nightcap. Shall I get it sent up to our suite, I ask? 
“No thank you,” says Nan. “I like it down here.” 
She has never seemed so giddy. Perhaps it’s all 
the mocktails. I ask her what she’d like to drink 
next, and she gives me a mischievous smile. 
“What would happen if I asked the barman for 
an Ovaltine?”

I enjoy watching my grandparents charm 
the hotel staff  and gossip with the partiers. Ageff
may have brought a fondness for comfort and 
routine, but there’s no doubt that underneath, 
their spirit of adventure remains. Nan and I go 
for a pedicure the next morning, and the city 
seems scattered with pleasant surprises—a little
arcade of boutiques, an Asian café that serves 
tea and cakes on bone china. Nan even runs into 
an old acquaintance she hasn’t seen in 10 years. 
“We don’t come into town anymore,” she tells 
her confi dentially, “but my granddaughter’sfi
staying and, well, you have to have visitors to 
show you what was here all along.”sho

Once we’re safely back home, I tell Granpy 
at Nathan has said about the Girraween wha
oon—how wild it is, and how nearby. Granpy lago
s he’s never been, and he’ll take me for a say
k, and we drive around until we uncover the look

marked road, pitted with puddles like small unm
nds. There are several forks in the track, and pon
guess which route to take, disappearing we 

eper into dense, anonymous bushland.dee
It’s with some relief that we fi nally spot the fi

ge of the water. Outside the car the waist-highedg
ass is spotted with orange flgra  owers so tiny they fl

k like berries, being pollinated by enormouslook
es that drag their legs behind them. Webee

stand in a clearing next to the shore, wherestan
two butterfl ies are courting. “I’ve been here 30fl
years,” Granpy admits, “and this is the first time fi
I’ve come down here.”

There’s a clamor of frogs, and a rush of ants 
pours over the rocks. An ibis rises elegantly 
from the water, the light fl ashing offfl its beak. ff
The place is, as Nathan promised, utterly 
untouched. It is also, I realize, beautiful.

Neither Granpy nor I want to risk the drive 
farther into the wilderness to seek out the path 
around the water. We fi nd our way back to thefi
main road surprisingly quickly. “Seemed a lot 
farther coming in than going out,” says Granpy. 
“Well, that’s going into the unknown.” We look 
back over our shoulders and agree that next 
time we’ll push a bit farther. 

Contributing writer Emma John wrote about 
learning to sing in Vienna in the January/
February issue of AFARff . Photographer Ériver 
Hijano is profi led on page 18.
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For more Northern Territory travel tips, go to afar.com/visit/australia.



WHO IS THIS MAN?
He wants to fl y.
Where is this man?

He is in California.
Where is he going?

He is driving to Petaluma to fl y. 
How will he fl y?

On a two-seat open-air fl ying machine called an ultralight. 
Has he told his wife he will do this?

He will tell her after he has done this.
Where is he now?

He has arrived in Petaluma and is looking for the airport. Here it is. Off  East Washington Street. On Sky Ranch Drive.
The airport seems to want to cater to executives and such.

Yes, but it looks more like a series of self-storage units built atop an old farm.
Now what is this man doing?
He is meeting Michael, a French Canadian.

Shouldn’t that be French-Canadien?
Maybe it should.
Why is Michael the French-Canadien in this story?
He is the instructor. The pilot.
Describe this pilot’s appearance as the man drives up and gets out of his car. I assume that Michael greets 
him then?
Yes. Michael is in his 50s, of medium height, and he greets the man. Michael has a wide chest and is in good 
health. He has long blond hair and sunburned skin.

U NDE R STA N DI NG 

T H E  S KY
by Dave Eggers
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HoHoHoHow w w w ststststrarararangngnnngngn eee isisisis ttthahahahat?t?t?t?t?t?t??t?? WWWWWeeeeeeeeee hahahahahhhhhhhhhh vvevvev wwwanananteteteeeed d d ddd jejejejet tt papapapapapapappppp ckckckckkks,s,s,s, aaaa dddnddndndndnd wwwwe e e ee hahahahahahhhh veveveve wwwwanananannntetetetetet d d d d dddd eaeaeaeeeaeaeaeeae sysysysysysysysysysyy aaaaaaandndndndndndndnd iiiiiiiiiiiiinenenennenenenenenenenenenexpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpxpppppeneenenenenenennneee sisisisisiisisisis veveveeee ppppppppppeeeeererererereersososossosonanananaaaaananananallllllllll l l aaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaiaia rcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrcrccrcrcr rararararrrrr ftftftftftft,,,,,,,, ananananananaaa d dd ddd hehehererere iiit tt t isisisisisisisis,,,,, ,,, ananananaanananananand d dddddddd vvvviriririrrrtututuualalalalllllylylylylylylyly nnnnnnnno oooooo
ononononononnononononeeee e e ee knknknknknknknkk owowowows s s ss s ss s ababababababababababbouououtt t t ititititititttititt...... OrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOrOr iiiiiiiiifffff f ff thththththththththeyeyeyeyeyeeyeyeyyeyey ddddddddddddddo,o,o,o,o,oo ttttttthehehehehh y y y hahahahahhh veveveve nnnnnototttot bbbbeeeeeeeeeeeen n n n n n n n ddrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrdrrdrdrawawawaaawawawawawawawawawnnn n n nn nnnn totototototototototototooto iiiiiiiiiitttt.t.tt.t.t. TTTTTTTTThehehehehehehehh ddddddddddrerererererrerr amamamamamammamamam ooooooof fffff f f f mimimimimimimimmmillllllllllllllllllllllenenenenenenenenenennninininininin a a a hahahahas s s s bebebebebebebebebebbeenenenenenenenenenen rrrrrrrrreaeaeaeaeaeaeaaalililililililililll zezezezezezezezeeed,d,d,d,d,d,d,dd,dd,d,d,d, aaaaaaaaandndndnddnd 
wewe iiigngngnnororore e e ititititititititititt...
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ItItItItItItItItIt dddddddddoeoeoeoeoeoeoeoes.s.s.s.s.sss
SoSoSoSoSoSoSoSoSoSoS ttttheheheheyyyy y ararararararare e e e e rererererereadadadadadaadadadyyyyyy y y totototttttt flflflyyyyyyy nnnnowowowowowow?????????flflflfl
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And so they taxi to the runway.
They do.
The speed is minimal.
It is like driving a golf cart.
And then what?
They wait at a bend in the runway.
Waiting for what?
Waiting for something. It’s unclear. Maybe for clearance from the air traffi  c control tower.
Is there an air traffi  c control tower at this airstrip? 
Not that the man can see.
But soon they are taxiing down the runway.
They are.
It is very fast?
It is not. As far as you can tell, you reach about 20 or 30 miles an hour, and then, as you are settling in for a much longer 
takeoff , suddenly you are in the air. You are fl ying.
Will you describe the takeoff ?
It is almost vertical.
How can it be almost vertical?
There is the airstrip. It is about 1,200 yards long. Michael positions the machine and begins taxiing. After about 100 yards, 
just as the plane is picking up speed, you are aloft.
When?
After a few hundred yards! 
Just like that?
The liftoff  is almost vertical. This is what we’ve been trying to communicate.
And then they are in the air. The man is in the air.
As if plucked upward by a passing cloud. As if pulled suddenly heavenward, like a yo-yo on a string. 
The man is breathless.
Yes.
The man is scared.
No.
The man is surprised at the sudden elevation.
Very. It makes other planes feel conservative, lumbering.
This machine, though, is a bit like a kite. That would explain the sudden taking of wind.
Yes. The wing is made of Dacron and Mylar, and takes the wind like a kite would. There is a feeling of divine intervention, 
of being lifted. But the machinery of the plane is very real, and heavy, and there is a propeller spinning furiously behind you. 
There is a peculiar combination of the steady progress of the machine and the delicate harnessing of the wind.
Like a sailboat.
Much like a sailboat.
But in the sky.
Yes.
Is it loud?
It’s hard to tell. The man and the pilot are wearing helmets, and they hear nothing but the music Michael is piping through.
What music is this?
The fi rst song is by John Denver.
The men are fl ying and listening to John Denver?
Yes. It seems that Michael wants to provide an immersive experience, and has chosen to fi ll the 
man’s helmet with music of his choosing. 
And his choice is John Denver.
It seems so.
But did not John Denver die in a plane crash?
Yes, he did. But this song Michael has chosen seems to speak of the sweep of the 
land below you, green farms, and collapsed barns, and crisp shapes of cows, 
black and white, and now horses.
And?
And now you fl y over a school, and can see dozens of kids in the 
courtyard, eating their lunch, a fl ock of hungry birds 
circling above, hoping for crumbs from careless 
children.
And?

JUNE/JULY  2015      AFAR     105



A goalpost looking like a twisted paper clip. Sheep like mouse droppings. Neighborhoods like 
playing cards just dealt, neatly arranged in a semicircle.

YOU HAD SAID IT WAS COLD IN THE SKY.
It feels like it’s 10 degrees.
But you are warm.

ALL THE PLACES OF THE MAN’S BODY THAT MICHAEL COVERED ARE WARM. MICHAEL HAS DONE A FINE JOB. 
MICHAEL DOESN’T WANT THE MAN TO BE COLD. 
And the sheepskin kneepads?
They are miraculous. But there is one part of the man’s body, his chin, that is exposed to the wind, and his chin feels fl ayed. It feels like it’s 
being pressed onto cold steel with great force.
But it is not so uncomfortable. It is bearable.
It is bearable.
Because of the beauty.
The beauty is extreme. There are rolling hills, and there is a copse of trees guarding a group of small homes, and there is a junkyard, all of 
the broken cars arranged in neat rows. There is a pair of farmers talking over an old gray wooden fence. They are swooping over them.
How high up are they as they swoop over the farmers?
They are perhaps 200 feet.
Do the farmers look up, startled?
No.
Do they hear the fl ying machine?
They don’t seem to hear it. They fl y low over them, no more than a hundred feet above, and they don’t look up.
The machine is quiet.
The machine seems to be quiet, at least insofar as what those on the land can hear.
The animals, do they move or look up?
No one and nothing looks up. The men on the machine seem to be invisible. They are fl ying where they want to fl y, as high as 3,000 feet 
and as low as 200, and no one seems to see them or hear them. They are ghosts, and they have fuel, and they have free will.
So where are they going?
They are going west, to the coast.
How far is the coast from Petaluma and its farms and homes and buildings?
It is 20 miles as the crow fl ies.
The men are fl ying as the crow fl ies.
They are fl ying as the crow fl ies, so they see the Pacifi c in no time. 
Does it spread so wide the man can see, at the horizon’s ends, the bend of the earth?
It does, and he does.
What is its color?
It is a bleached blue. The sun is strong.
What about the waves?
They come at the shore like waifs in white linen.
Do they see surfers?
They are not close enough yet. Wait. Now they are. And there they are. Two surfers, sitting on the surface, waiting like sentries. 
Are the men fl ying over the ocean now?
No, the man asks Michael about that, but Michael says it’s impossible to land on water in this machine, and if the engine stops working, 
he needs somewhere to land.
Is this the fi rst time Michael has mentioned the engine failing?
Come to think of it, it is.

AND NOW?
They turn away from the coast, a high, slow, banking turn, a planetary turn, magisterial, and they face inland again. And now there is a 
beeping sound, followed by a woman’s recorded voice informing the pilot and his guest that there is an aircraft somewhere nearby, that 
the pilot needs to beware of this craft in his airspace.
What exactly does the warning say? 
“Traffi  c nearby.”
That’s it?
That’s it.
But what does the radar say?
There is no radar.
What do the instruments say?
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There are no instrrumenentsts on nn ththt isiss mmacachihih nenen tthahahat t t trtrtracaca k kk otototheheherr r aiaiaircrcrcrararaftftft. ..
So what can yoouu dod tto ava oioid d thththisis aairirircrcrc afafaft?t?t
Yoou can look aarounnd d anand d d sesesee e ifif yyyououou ssseeeeee ooothththererer aaairirircrcrcrafafaft.t.t.
You jujust looo k k wiwiw ththh yyouour rr eyeyeyesess???
Yees.s. TTheh ppililotott bbbegege ininins s s tototo lllooooook kk leleftftf aaandndnd rrrigigighththt.. AnAnAnd d d hehehe eeencncncououourararagegegesss thththeee mamaman nn tototo llooooook k k ararououo ndndnd, totooo.oo
AnA d dd heheh  seeeee s s annytythihiingngng???
ThTheyey seeee nnnotothihihingngg.. BuBuBut t t ititit ssseeeeeemsmsms pppososossisisiblblble e e thththatatat sssomomome e e rororogugugue e e aiaiaircrcrcrararaftftft cccououuldldld ccomomme e scscrerer amamamining g inintoto ttheheirir airspppace ata  anyn  
sess cocoondndd.
LiLikekeke aaa mmmisisi sisisilelele...
A A A mimimissssssililile e e isisis ttthehehe cccorororololollalalaryryry ttthahahat t t cococomememes s s tototo mmmininind.d.d AAAndndnd tthehehey y arara e e flflyyyining g ata a rrelele atata ivivvelely y sloww sspeed, far slss ower than a jet or flfl
rerer alalal aaairirirplplplanananeee wowowoulululd dd flflflyyy.. ItItIt fffeeeeeelslsls aaa bbbititit lllikikikeee bebeininng g inini aa hhotott aairir bbbalallolol onon.flflfl
HaHaHas s s thththeee mamamann n bebebeenenen iiinnn aaa hohohot t t aiaiair r bababallllloooon?n?n?
NoNoNo... BuBuBut t t nononow ww thththe e e wawawarnrnrninining g g isisi ccomoominining g agagagaiain,n, ttthehe beeep,p  thee eerily cac lmm recorded voice. “Traffi  c nearby.” They are ffi
lololookokokinining g g arararouououndndnd aaagagagainin.
ThThTheyeyey ssseeeeee nnnototothihih ngngng???
ThThTheyeyey ssseeeeee nnnototo hihihingngng. ThTheyeyy sseeee tthe fooo thills ahead, they see the white and pink and gray of Petaluma’s downtn own,, ttheh y y
sesee ee thththe e raraysysy ooof f f susun,n,n thehey y seee the lime-green trees and parks below, the Sierra far to the east, thheye  seeee thee bbayay bbeyeyonond,d,  
sosos meme ttanana kekersrs hhhololo diding stetet ada y,yy  they see the blue dome of the sky streaked byy whih te clouds, butut thehey y sesee e 
nonono oonene elsse e upup herere e atat allll .
StStraaangnge.
ThThe  waw rnrning comes a third time. “Traffi  c nearby.” Michaael is perplexexed. He e haas noo ansswewersrs fforor wwhyhy tthihiss waw rnrnining g cocomemessffi
repepeatedly
 without any other aircraft visible.
It is nerve-wracking?
You know, it’s actually exhiilaratitingng. ThT e e dangn er ddoeo s nonot t seseemem ggraraveve, , evevenen iif f ananototheher r aiaircrcraraftft iis s
nearby in the sky. Theere is so mmucuch h ofof it,t, tthehe sskyky, , ththatat tthehey y cacann avavoioidd ththe e pipilolot t anand d hih ss guguesest.tt
It is the same witth water.
Hoow do you meaean??
There is so muuchch ooceceanan, soso mmucuch h ririvever,r, ssoo mumuchch bbayay, , soso mucuch h sesea,a, aandndd ttheh rere iis vivirttr uau llly y y
no onen ttherere..
No onee oon n the e wawateter.r.
NoN  onee oon n anany y wawateter.r.
Righght.t. JJusust t lilikeke ttheherere iis s nono oonene iinn ththisis sskyky. WaWait, non w w tht e e wawaw rnrnr ini g g isi  
gooining g offoff  agagaiain,n, aaboboutut ooththerers s inin tthehe sskyky,, buut t tht erre ee iss no o onone in theheh ssskykyky. ThThTheyey’r’re e alalll l ononn lllana d.ffff
EvEvereryoyonene iis s onon llanand.d.
EvEvereryoyonene ssayays s ththeyey wwanant t toto bbe inn thehe sskyk oor r inin thehe seaeaea bbutu ttthehh y’y’y’rerere 
acactutualallyly aallll oon n lalandnd. HuHumamansns aarere lanand d crcreaeatuureres,s llikikke e thhhe ee cococowsws aandnd 
ththe e shsheeeep,p, aandnd wwwe e rarararerelyly ddo o anytythihingg wwe e sasay y wewew wwananant tt toto ddo.o.o WWe e sasay y 
wewe wwanant t toto flflyy tthehe wwayay aa bbirrd flfl ies, bub t t thherere e arrre ee thththesese e ee mamachchhinineses flfl
ththatat flflyy mmucucch h lilikeke bbirirdsds flflflfl yy, annd non oonene ccararresess..flfl
BuBut t ththeyey aaarere ttheherere.
ThTheyey aarere. WaWaitt. NoNow w thhheyeyey’rree heheheadadadinini g g babackck tto o thththe e lalanddnd..
ThThhe e flflighghht t sis ovever.fl
ThTheyey’r’ e alalmomomostst hhomome.ee AAAppppproroacaca hihiingng tthehe aairirststririp.p. IIt’t’s s bebeeenen aaaan n hohoourur oor r soso, , anand d ththeyey aarererr  
deescsccenendididingngn . AlA l l thththe ee ththininingsgsgs oon n ththhe e grgrououndndd aarere ggetettitingng bbigiggegeer.r. TTheheh sshohoh ebeboxoxx hhanangagarsrs aarere 
grgrg owowwinnng.gg TTThehehey yy cacacan nn sesee e gogolfflferers s lolookokining g dodownwn aat t ththeieir r gogoolflf bbalallsls..
HoHow ww loongngng wwwasas tthehehe flflfliighghght?t?flfl
Ann hhhououour.r. MMMayaybebeb lllesess.s.
WaWaW ss ss aaan hhour ennouououghghghgh????
ItItIt wwwwasaas enough for now. It was enough to know that this is avaiailalablblle. TThahahat tt MiMichchc aeael l isis ttheherere,,
tthththat the coast is not far, that the farmers won’t mind, the animals won’t mindndd, ththththattatat tttheheheh  
mamam chhchinini e is quiet and safe and will work next time, that this kind of cold liberation is clclclosose ee
atatat hhanand.d.
SoSo tthehe mmanan llleeeaves and goes home?
HeHeH ddoeoes.s. BBBuut before he does, Michael will tell him to read a book called Understanding g
ththe SkSkkyy. SoSomeme kkkinindd ofo  
mamanualal fforor flfliighght.t.flfl
AnAnd??
ItII wwili l bebe iincncomomprprehehenensisiblble.e. P
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AD V E R T I S E M E N T

EXCHANGE
EXPERIENCE THE WORLD’S
BEST LIGHT SHOW IN
ALASKA
Hunt the Aurora Borealis on 
this one-of-a-kind ecotour. 
After viewing the Northern 
Lights, soak in a steamy hot 
spring, savor Alaskan sea-
food, have a drink at an ice 
bar, try curling, and dogsled 
through a winter wonderland. 
Experience Alaska at its best, 
with a 10% discount when 
you mention this ad!
GondwanaEcotours.com/
Afar • 877 587 8479

THE BEST VACATION EVER 
FOR LESS
Experience the beauty of 
one of the new seven 
wonders of the world. Take 
advantage of unbeatable 
value, and enjoy a trip of 
a lifetime! Travel with like-
minded travelers and get 
unexpected gourmet meals 
in the middle of the 
mountain. Contact us to 
request our exclusive Inca 
trail package to Machupic-
chu and much more!
valenciatravelcusco.com • 
888 803 8004

EXPLORE NEW WONDERS IN ANOTHER WORLD

70% of Earth’s surface is covered by water. 70% of the human
body is comprised of water. Coincidence? We don’t think so…
Caradonna Dive Adventures has been providing customized 
travel arrangements for divers and non-divers alike to some 
of the planet’s top dive destinations for over 30 years. Choose 
from over 40 destinations worldwide and the widest variety of 
resorts and liveaboard dive yachts to suit your needs including
diving, meals, and more. 
Trust your vacation to the experts, and travel like a pro.
www.caradonna.com • sales@caradonna.com • 800 328 2288

EXPERIENCE VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA-
through the eyes of a local on a small-group adventure with
Intrepid Travel. Dive into the markets of Hanoi before settling 
in on the serene waters of Halong Bay. Venture off the beaten 
path into Vietnamese hillsides, where Hue and Hoi An offer a
look into the country’s treasured past. Finally, set off to explore
the colorful cuisine and spirited culture of Cambodia, where
an Angkor Wat sunrise provides the perfect end to this 18-day
journey through Indochina. AFAR readers receive an exclusive 
10% OFF Cambodia & Vietnam tours with promo code 11780*.
Visit intrepidtravel.com/Asia to start planning your next
adventure.
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DISCOVER THE WORLD IN A SMALL GROUP

Immerse yourself in the cultural and natural beauty of
worldwide destinations. Take advantage of unbeatable value. 
Enjoy memorable experiences, enriching locales, and unique
accommodations with like-minded travelers.

Visit our website to request free brochures, watch our video, and
sign up for exclusive savings.

discovery-tours.com • 855 832 5970

SAVE 20% ON G ADVENTURES TRIPS!
G Adventures, the leading adventure travel pioneer, offers the 
widest selection of affordable small group tours, safaris, and 
expeditions on all continents. Our award-winning trips embrace 
character; add accommodations, regional cuisine, and local 
transport.  Our sustainable approach to travel introduces you 
to the highlights of a destination while offering the freedom to 
explore it your own way. For Afar readers we have an exclusive 
limited time offer, take 20% off select G Adventures tours. 
Mention promo code AFAR20. Call for full terms and conditions.
gadventures.com • 877 390 9050

OUR GALAPAGOS CRUISES ARE AN 
UP-CLOSE EXPERIENCE!      
See what a difference the right itinerary, the right boat, and
the right Trip Leader make to your experience of Darwin’s 
“Enchanted Isles”. Our groups are small, just 16 travelers in
the company of an expert naturalist guide, and our ship is the
loveliest in the islands ―the 216 foot schooner Mary Anne. 
Active adventures, with two hikes and up to two snorkeling 
sessions each day, in amazing settings like the infamous 
Devil’s Crown. Three great itineraries to choose from! Now 
save $150 per person, when you mention this ad!
wildernesstravel.com/afar • 800 368 2794

COSTA RICA EXPERTS 
CUSTOM ADVENTURES

Design your ultimate vacation to Costa Rica. Explore the
wildlife, rainforests, jungles and volcanoes. Experience 
waterfalls, whitewater rafting, canopy ziplines, snorkeling, 
fi shing, biking, hot springs and spas. With over 27 years of 
experience, we make the difference between a good trip
and a lifetime memory.
 
costaricaexperts.com • 800 827 9046

EXCHANGE



BIKING & WALKING SINCE 1966
  
For almost 50 years Butterfi eld & Robinson has been leading 
trips that amble where others stride, bike where others motor
and sip where others quaff. The B&R difference is the best 
routes in the world’s most incredible places. It’s the most 
capable and genuinely friendly guides. It’s the most interesting 
hotels the region has to offer. It’s amazing culinary experiences. 
It’s fl awless equipment, great wines at dinner and a water bottle 
that’s always fi lled!  Are you starting to get the picture?
Butterfi eld.com • 866 551 9090 

CHINATOUR.COM

Beijing, Xi’an, Shanghai Tour + Japan & South Korea Cruise 16 
days. Be the fi rst to experience Royal Caribbean International’s
next leap forward in cruising - the incredible Quantum of the
Seas. Package includes 9 nights land tour and 5 nights cruise 
tours, visiting Beijing, Xi’an, Shanghai, Fukuoka, and Busan. 
Package was $5999 includes return air ticket and tax. Now
only $3999, limited availability. Depart on Oct 8 2015. call 888-
410-4111 now. 
info@chinatour.com • 888 410 4111

WWW.BRANNONTRAVEL.COM
   
Brannon Travel understands what it takes to travel to new
and exciting places! That is why we love what we do. Hosting
advertures around the world we pride ourselves in providing the
most unforgettable experiences and highest level of customer 
service. Our trips are designed for all activity levels and interests. 
We look forward to hosting your next adventure. When booking, 
reference the code AFAR10 to get 10% off of your next trip!

info@brannontravel.com • 800 276 9591

THE LARES ADVENTURE TO MACHU PICCHU: 
AUTHENTIC CULTURAL ENCOUNTERS, STUNNING 
LANDSCAPES AND FIRST CLASS LODGES.
Explore the most iconic Inca sites in the Sacred Valley and
traditional weavers’ mountain villages on your way to Machu 
Picchu. Surrounded by snowcapped peaks and remote valleys, 
you will enjoy accommodations in new fi rst class lodges with
astonishing views, private jacuzzis, and gourmet cuisine.
Included activities have something for everyone. Five- and
seven- day all inclusive programs from Cuzco to Cuzco,
with weekly departures.
afar@mountainlodgesofperu.com • 877 491 5261

To place an Exchange ad, please contact: Michaela Trimble, 646 430 9880, michaela@afar.com
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HERE’S TO YOU, WANDERS OF THE WORLD.

We know what you’re dreaming of. Your inertia refuses to get you
stuck behind a desk. You were born to see, do, taste, smell, hear
and feel everything the world has to offer. That’s why we’re in this
business, too. Let’s discover the best places on Earth together. 
Find your next cycling adventure today.
  
trektravel.com/afar • 866 464 8735

SHINDZELA TENTED SAFARI CAMP-
is an authentic bush camp within the Timbavati Nature 
Reserve, Greater Kruger National Park. The camp 
accommodates a maximum of 16 guests and is unfenced.
Shindzela is a comfortable tented bush camp, offering
guests 2 safari activities per day which can be a game drive
or a walking safari. Each safari tent is built on wooden decks
with grass roofs and en-suite bathroom. The camp has a
swimming pool and main area that overlooks a little watering 
hole, from where you can watch animals come down to drink. 
Mention code AFAR10 for a 10% discount off your next booking. 
www.shindzela.co.za • +2782 307 9493

GO EXPEDITION CRUISING IN THE PERUVIAN AMAZON
Deep in the Peruvian Amazon, Delfi n Amazon Cruises will take
you into one of the world’s largest protected fl ooded forests, the
Pacaya Samiria National Reserve. Experienced guides will show
you the immense biodiversity of the area. Be ready to encounter 
howler monkeys, spectacled caymans, sloths, and more. Voyages 
include visits to native villages, kayaking, stand up paddle 
boarding, swimming near pink river dolphins, fi shing, daytime 
hiking, and night safaris. On board, guests can enjoy exquisite 
Amazonian cuisine in an authentic, intimate setting with the
right amount of elegance and comfort.
delfi namazoncruises.com •  +51 1  719 0999

SYDNEY AND SURROUNDS WITH SWAIN DESTINATIONS
Take a trip Down Under to Australia’s most visited state, 
New South Wales, home to the glamorous city of Sydney. 
With its harbor, beaches and intoxicating blend of bushland 
and cosmopolitan, Sydney is a snapshot of Australia. New
South Wales has a sweeping landscape of quaint, beachside 
hamlets, inland opal towns, and alpine hideaways. Visitors 
can take a surfi ng lesson at one of the world’s most renowned 
beaches, Bondi, walk along the historic Rocks district, discover
the Blue Mountains, or dine on Sydney Harbour. No matter
what your adventure of choice, New South Wales has it all.
swaindestinations.com • 800-227-9246

To place an Exchange ad, please contact: Michaela Trimble, 646 430 9880, michaela@afar.com
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Founded in 1970, Les Rencontres d’Arles is to photography what Fashion
Week is to couture. Every summer, shutterbugs and gallery owners from 
around the world converge on this Provençal town—where van Gogh painted 
some of his most famous works—to check out emerging talent and trends.
Even folks whose interest in photography is limited to Instagram will get a 
charge from shows like the one pictured, held in the usually shuttered Church
of St. Blaise. July 6–September 20, rencontres-arles.com —LISA TROTTIER

In 
2013, Hiroshi 

Sugimoto 
printed photos 

on Hermès 
scarves. 

All Eyes on Arles
At this international photography 

festival in France, van Gogh 
buffs make way for photo fans.



The Surrey is a discreet
escape on Manhattan’s
Upper East Side. Steps 
from Central Park,
world-class museums,
and Madison Avenue
shopping, the hotel
features Cornelia Spa
and Daniel Boulud’s 
Michelin-starred
Café Boulud. It is
New York City’s only
Relais & Châteaux hotel.
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